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Abstract of Pecture 


INTRODUCTORY TO PART OF A COURSE 


ON THE 


THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE. 


Delivered at Guy's Hospital, 
By SAMUEL WILKS, M.D. 


PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL. 
(Reported by Dr. H. G. Surron.) 
(Concluded from p. 279.) 


Now, in speaking of remedies, you must remember that the 
subject is a very complex one. The public, as I told you, has 
a strong faith in specifics, and every system of quackery is de- 
pendent upon this belief. The idea is, that a disease is a 
something alien to one—a definite something which can be 
counteracted by certain external agencies. More or less of 
this popular opinion exists in the profession, and doubtless 
amongst yourselves, and this is what I want to combat. I do 
not deny that quinine cures ague in a manner that is quite 
unknown to us; and I confess sometimes to a regret that it 
has this power, for I think it has made us look away from the 
true method of cure to some means, like what we see in this 
drag, which by chance we may hit upon, to counteract all 
diseases. I do not know that we have more right to apply the 
term ‘‘specific’’ to quinine because its action is unknown, than 
we have to ipecacuan because it cures dysentery, or arsenic 
because it cures neuralgia, and we know not the method how. 
We have, therefore, some diseases in which our experience has 
shown us that certain remedies are useful or curative; we 
have other diseases, such as fever and the exanthemata, for 
which we know no remedy, but simply watch the progress 
of the case; the aid of the medical man, however, being equally 


beneficial. There are still other affections for which we have | 


no specifics to produce a direct cure ; nor are we utterly help- 
less in assisting the patient, but we adopt measures, based on 
a true scientific method, by which we lead the sufferer to 
health. It is in such cases that the principles and practice of 
our profession are best seen; for they are instances where a 
true scientific method has been adopted, and where our art 
follows in its wake. Such cases and their mode of treatment 
place our profession on a sure basis, and constitute the best 
examples antidotal to all quackery. Take, for instance, a case 


of acute Bright’s disease, or renal dropsy. Here we have an | 


acute nephritis, or inflammation of the kidney; the disease 
being somewhat analogous to a bronchitis, where in both cases 
the tubes are inflamed, and a secretion is poured out. This 


'y, to get away both the water and 
By these methods we are relievi 








is your skill to which the patient owes his life, and not to some 
specific medicine of whose operation you know nothing. The 
more power you attribute to the medicine and the less to your 
own knowledge, the more you resemble the quack ; and you 
lower your art, not raise it. 

There may be art where no medicine is given, and I will 
give you a striking instance in illustration. A young man is 
seized with pain over a oe of the cecum, Lm ea spread- 
ing and spreading, soon mes a pretty gener itonitis. 
Hein of sure, exceedingly il; hei om in high state o 
fever, indicated by the usual symptoms of a hot skin, furred 

and confined bowels. He is watched over by an 
anxious mother and two medical men, one being a friend. 
After the expiration of two or three days, as it fortunately 
nergy, » yung men walled & te stp Since eae 
who had wi a few cases of the kind, both in our wards 
and also on our post-mortem table, and just at the time when 
the doctors had arrived, and were, at the instigation of the 
mother, about to give him a strong ive; the mother was 
sure that his high state of fever su such a dose, and 
the doctors considered it necessary so mary days of in- 
action. ‘‘ For God's sake !” said our young friend, ‘‘ stay your 
Renting yar: Cananiy anamn Sp epeuntons aieed & Sannenen eet 
the patient. The history of the case pretty clearly shows that 

a oration of the intestine has occurred ; that a hole pro- 
bably exists in the appendix cxci, but that lymph has tem- 
porarily glued up the opening in the part which 1s now stick- 

to a coil of bowel, and his whole safety depends upon not 

ing it. Pray do not give him a purge; it may set the 
intestines in motion, break open the wound, and cause his 
death. But rather keep him in bed ; do not let him 
on the slightest account move. Give him very little to eat, so 
cnaates tellin tdaiadine tt.aieen oll dentin from pur- 
gatives.” The superior sense of our young friend was evident; 
the patient was quiet, v little food given, and the 
bowels were at last opened nat y in the third week. I have 
no hesitation in saying, as the patient, who is now well and 

hearty, declares, that that young man saved his life. Now I 
should like to know what any man, be he even the editor of 
The Times, can say to that? What system is that? I call 
that true art, and art based on knowledge. Every other 
method except that which is founded on true knowledge, is 
associated with some remedy. What remedy had this young 
medical man to whom his friend was inde’ for his life? He 
had none at all, if you mean medicine or a drug by a remedy ; 
Shy ounsthy indian ons Oho ‘vany aheneng. 4h anedieian . And 
thus it is with us; we have no scientific therapeutics properly 
so called, but we take each case on its merits, and the highest 
art is sometimes seen, as in this case, when we give no medi- 
cines at all. Do not let me hear that called heroic treatment 
where much and powerful medicine is given. Such treatment 
is more often dictated by ignorance and cowardice. Nothing 
is more easy and more ved of by your patients than 
to give plenty of medicine, to do a great deal for them, and to 
tell them to live better. ey a pe 
ing more wine and spirits. is is the mode of reasoning: 
Every one who is ill is weak, and therefore, if weak, requires 
nourishment ; and beer, wine, and spirits keep up the strength 
(too often an assumption), and therefore you recommend them. 
Saale aun Cad bewtien 5 & S-cowentinn, Sep zon Gee kehee 

the prejudices of your patient. young man 
Thom I have mentioned a hero, and his was the heroic treat- 
ment—to insist on a man lying in bed, eating nothing, and 
taking no medicine. A example of the belief in physic 
rather than skill was lately mentioned by Dr. Barlow. An 

Irishman was in the ital with bad typhus fever, but by 
the skilful advice of the pete ane otaeatien of Gogupnl® 

safely through. On being to might leave, he said, 
ma ag octor, that he was well, “but no thanks to 
ow, for you gave me no medicine all the time I was in bed.” 
He in his ignorance, and the mass of the community would 
with him, would praise rather the physic than the skill of the 
doctor. Be careful, then, to show that knowledge alone is the 
passport to success ; and if you are asked how you treat fever, 
say, “‘ By five ’ study.” How varied, then, is our system ; 
in the cases which I have mentioned, you see that we have no 
particular method. We take each case on its merits, and act 
ingly. In some instances, as the fevers, we do not at- 
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let us make use of them; but these things do not constitute 
the foundation on which our art stands. ery is founded 
on a given 5 of ie-giving; we are superior to it. 
Orthodox icine is tan booed on a knowledge of disease. 
I must give you one more illustration, with the i 
pressing these views upon you, else assuredly we 
pom Ne by people of more common sense than ourselves. 
A young lady had been the victim of hysteria; she suf- 
fered from innumerable ailments, kept her bed, and occupied 
the whole household with her wants. The doctor daily at- 
tended and gave her medicine, and a capital patient she was. 
Her father from time to time got tired of the affair, and re- 
as that implied in the term homeopathy, quested other medical men to see her. They all that 
curantur ;’ I cannot see how any such | it was a case of hysteria; they took up their began to 

i i write, and I am sorry to say that few id do more than 
make variations amongst the ions of iron, quinine, and 
assafeetida. At last came a y distinguished physician in 
the profession, and, seeing the nature of the case, and knowing 
well that she must have taken every medicine that was ever 
invented, said to the doctor, *‘ Have you iven her 
stinking thing in the Pharmacopeia?” “Yes.” “‘ Then 
can do no more.” ae Oe eS Fortu- 
nately for the profession, a ieal man does see her who 
knows that her ailments are by the assiduous 
treatment of the doctor and the mistaken sympathies of the 
mother. He knows that hysteria is a mental or moral disease, 
and requires sige coer treatment. He removes her from her 
home, gains an influence over her by a severe course of lec- 
tures, and cures her ina month. Sw this had been done 

a non-medical person, should we have any reason to com- 

in if we had been held up to scorn by the patient's friends, 
and ridiculed for our utter want of power in such a ~~ 
as this? We must have accepted the charge as true, 
admitted, as these medical men probably did, that their whole 
duty lay in writing prescriptions. 

ou cannot wonder, then, at outsiders, at extra-professional 
puss, siginling uo wits come sidiesio shen we Go enlec® 
@ young lady in 


TH 


condition, and can do no more than order 
her a few drops of tincture of steel or a few grains of quinine. 


ee 
this, dhen 


; 


| 


f 


but which has quinine for its refrain: or when the victim sees 
nothing but the blackness of darkness in his ledger, the gui 
adviser cries, ‘Peace, peace; even rhubarb i 

Do not misunderstand me, and 
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fa 
Hee 


i 


fi 
ij 
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it 
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; for, remem , it is only i i 
second relation that we come in contact with the public. 

ient does not want the pathologist to visit him ; nor does 
want a long scientific disquisition on his case. He 

less unless you cultivate the art of healing. Unfortunately, 

disposal the scientific man very often has the least amount of art, and 

say ;—but Guy’s Hospital re- he is totally unsuccessful in practice ; and, on the other hand, 

and you practitioners remain. there may be much art based on an infinitesimal amount of 

foundation on which we practise; and | knowledge, and yet it is sufficient to make its cultivator emi- 

although I say it with the utmost to the in- | nent. Remember that the god of Physic was Apollo, the 

; the Apothecaries’ Hall, I solemnly believe ete oe a es ee 

i i ae sages By Se Sens Sone | it has been 

from god 
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to remember that you have to study 
are able, as a science, and then culti- 
let the latter, as far as possible, be 
is hour will not have been wasted if we find 
¢ ition to understand one another as 
Meng of pan 
said as being in accordance with 
ou will, I hope, 
satistied if 1 have made any impression 
have sometimes seen endea’ ing to 


will carry away the whole secret in a 
whilst are ing hard for information. If 
I have convinced him that knowledge is not to be bought thus 
cheap, my time has not been ill-spent. 





ON THE TREATMENT OF PERFORATE 
MEMBRANA TYMPANT 


By JOSEPH TOYNBEE, F.RS., 


CONSULTING AURAL SURGEON TO ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, AND TO THE 
ASYLUM POR THE DRAP AND DUMB, ETC. 


Ir may tend to the advancement of that department of 
surgery which comprises the subject of ear diseases, indeed it 
may not be wholly without advantage to the student of sur- 


tube, be carefully submitted te the light which anatomy, phy- 
siology, and pathology have, during the late few years, shed 
upen the subject of sural surgery. 


howseever thick it may be, and how- 
ever long it may be the subject of chronic i ion, still 
secretes mucus and not pus; and pus is not secreted by the 
tympanic mucous membrane unless it is ulcerated, and 
tion is 


very rare. 
2. “A subject in whom the whole cavity and mucous mem- 
brane of the tympanum is thi i high degree b 


pus. 

3. ‘‘ A person whose ossicula auditis have di along 
with the membrana tympani, will, as a matter of course, from 
this cause alone, possess power of hearing inferior to one in 


whom the chief factors are still entire, or in their 
i ” A person whose ossicula auditis have 
and incurably deaf. 
my observation is this: that in all these 
cases, ceteris paribus, the amount of disturbance ia the func- 


effected, not merely by the experimentum Valsalvee and the 
i but mainly by means of bougies.” There 


Feeli 


the writer — patent alfering from 
the membrane tympanum frequen 

— = 4s. Lethe eition 
bongie is to be explained very simply ; 8. n 
appears to be this : an open condition of the Eustachian tube 
is requisite for hearing; so close the Eustachian tube with a 
bougie, and hearing is restored. The incorrectness of the posi- 


geen 
sEE E 


led, and it is sincerely to be hoped 
ee 
patent. Shou!d he succeed in i 
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kept from falling together by its use. The writer seems to be 
wholly ignorant of the pln frac to laid by myself before the 
Society, proving that the Eustachian tube is opened 
only during the act of swallowing, and by the muscles of the 
Eustachian tube. He may convince himself of the truth of 
this statement by closing his own nore, and then, while attempt- 
ing an inspiration thro the nose, he shall swallow some 
iva. He will at once feel a sense of pressure in each ear, 
caused dy the withdrawal of some air from each tympanum, 
and that sense of remains until the act of sw i 
is again perf: and air is thus readmitted. 

7. The writer concludes his paper by stating thai in cases 
where the tympanic membrane is ruptured, his habitual 
“*treatment of tube, with the object of restoring its 

to as normal a condition as possible, is by means of 

ies, often combined with injections of astringents and 
nitrate of silver.” Having just placed before the Medico- 
irurgical Society a paper, in which I have endeavoured to 
the several ical states associated with per- 

forate membrana tympani and disease of the chain of bones, 
with their treatment, I shall now simply state that, as Dr. 
Weber has not succeeded in rendering the Eustachian tube 
i of perforate membrana tympani, he can 


attending 
tympani. Any improvement to the hearing following the 
use im beeen hail Waetdondhes is to be caphoned by a know- 
et the reflex action of the muscles of the > and 
fact of the removal of mucus from the in of bones, 
latter being thus permitted to gain more or less a state of 


continuity. 
of Dr. Weber's paper when it is 


Such is the real meaning 
carefully examined under the light of anatomy, physiology, 


I need not offer an apology for this public criticism of Dr. 


dy of th 
wat 


Weber's paper. Engaged, as I have been, in the 
Sarr. a ae cee wane Jens 5 Sie 
this branch of surgery with 
earnest, honest, 
er 
; only on account of its own intrinsic im- 
but also on account of the light it may throw on 
generally. ron must add, that when I see the 
of aural smb, oh I see our large itals 
ing departments for teaching it, when I i 
reports and our best Societies publishing papers on Aural 
Pathology, and that a journal has been establi i 
devoted to the elucidation of ear diseases, and when 
that scientific workers on the subject in all of Europe 
and America, many of them having studied here, keep 
i closely scanning the labours of Englishmen and the 
i i cee I en ~~ felt no = 
w e of Dr. Weber's r; an 
Por. =f net and Dr, Weber med under- 
igence and the truth-seeing capacity of 
iti to be induced to publish here their observa- 
ions cn Aural Surgery.* 
Savile-row, March, 1866. 


ON A CASE 


. POISONING BY HYDROCYANIC ACID. 
By WM. HICKMAN, M.B., F.R.C.S., 


SURGEON TO THE WESTERN GENERAL DISPENSARY. 





From the general circumstances surrounding most cases of 





in “A Vindication of the Present State 
at Messrs. Churchill's and other medical 





the fatal result is usually so rapidly induced that the cases 
rarely come under professional (or indeed any) observation 
until life is completely extinct. It becomes, therefore, the 
more Se in which the details have been 
observed and noted with accuracy should be placed on record ; 
and I have accordingly no hesitation in forwarding for publi- 
cation in Tue Lancer (with the concurrence of my e, 
Mr. Anderson, to whom it naturally belongs) the i 
Se en ee eee Se 
in which the whole train of symptoms was most lly 
served by the house-surgeon, Mr. R. L. Shone, and in which 
ee ee ee ee 

en. 

Mr. Shone’s account of the occurrence is as follows :— 

“On Sunday morning, whilst sitting in my room on the 
first-floor, the suddenly opened, the porter, W. H——, 
a stout muscular man of f years, came into the room, put 
out his hand towards Mr. Killi the assistant who was 
with me, as if to touch him to enforce his attention, and said, 
‘Come down directly—I have taken half an ounce of prussic 
acid.’ He then at once turned round and ran quickly down- 
stairs again to the dispensary-room on the basement. We 
immediately followed, and found him standing unsupported in 
the middle of the room. He eaays Ay tens Sugetieatly, and 
said, ‘‘ Be quick—give me something,’ Some solution of am- 
monia was given him, followed by some tincture of the sesqui- 
chloride of iron, both of which he drank, and then, on being 
told, put his finger into his tmoat to endeavour to excite 
vomiting ; this caused one or two slight but abortive efforts, 
after which he fell suddenly and at once flat down on his 


ils and a glistening appearance of the eyes. Ina 
death the face regained its natural expression 
‘ it was noticed that it had the hue of health, 
- a Th ta ae ee ry 
of a few more hours it again became congested, 
and a reddish fluid appeared at the 
hours after death.—Rigor mortis well 
ips firmly closed; red 
v of prussic acid; 
Face swollen ; features regular and calm ; 
jhoulders, and thighs mottled deep red. 


ostrils and lips ; no 
dilated and bright. 
scalp, n 


ial; mucous membrane markedly 
Wie ‘cdser of prassie Ot eapwtane 

. No anyw 
except for one instant whilst the stomach was 


ole 8 
¢. Haughton Gill inthe laboratory ot Unive 
4 in the 
poe on sured abeaiteeets acid. Mr. Gill 
contain at one grain ic aci r. Gi 
was kind enough also to examine for me a specimen of the acid 
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from which the r man had taken it, and found it to contain 


1°48 per cent. of real acid. 

The small portions of the different organs, not more than 
three or four ounces altogether, were neglected ow Fim ge 
for severa! days ; but even then, on being slightly the 
vapour gave unequivocal proof of prussic acid by the c - 
teristic reaction with hydrosulphate of ammonia and perchlo- 
ride of iron. 

In this case there was no doubt the poison was taken acci- 
dentally, in mistake for a dose of some medicine (containing 
tincture of iron and chloric ether) which he had made up for 
himself, and placed for safety in So ages > ae 
poisonous drugs, the two bottles being of the same shape and 
appearance, and only differing slightly in size. The bottle was 
found replaced and the cupboard door put to, and it would 
seem that he ured out his dose into a measure, and had 


Shs of depen ae and 
gh two other dours into the house- 
i eee 50 6, be See Seweae i 
returning) a distance of from twenty- to thirty 
and thirty-two stairs, and was besides able afterw for 
several seconds to stand, speak, and assist reasonably in the 
efforts for his assistance. 


prussic acid, insensibility must be either almost instantaneous, 
immediately following and violent convulsions; and 

i Seana crane Sapte Sane uae 00 tn eo eae 
death, from the di t believing person 
aie hivte tell Mae 46 veweh, or a bottle, to 

i bed, or even to pull over the ; whilst, 
in, an easy positi placid features have been used as 


25 
FE 


il 


Ta 


Lat 


if 


of n been . 

in which 5 drachms of the Pharmacopceia acid (strength 
stated) were taken by a woman whilst in bed, and of whom 
necessary to believe that she had afterwards been able 
recork the bottle, lay it down, and the bedclothes 
over her. He adds the following comment: ‘‘I still 
after swallowing so large a dose, it was impossible 
have performed all the successive acts of voli- 

with ordinary deliberation.” 
the large dose taken, therefore—rather more 
‘5 grains of x ee acid (4 0z. of an acid containing 
*48 per cent.),—I ieve this to be a most remarkable in- 
ce of the long retention of consciousness and voluntary 
i — ely to i very are t in a medico- 
legal point view ; the possibility, or not, ‘orming cer- 
tain acts oiten the pri Pival beat in 


g 


so 


of consciousness havi bearing 
the determination of the question of criminality involved in an 


complete absence of convulsions, in spite, too, of the 

i protracted mode of death, is at variance with 

ore 9, nga y pee and furnishes evidence on a 
ich frequen 


com; 

point wh assumed t importance. In this 
the appearance of the bod cal a few hours after 
—it ‘‘ having the hue of health, and perfectly resembling 
asleep” —has a remarkable interest. 
_ The results of the analyses prove how tenaciously the acid 
is retained in the structures of the body, and how large a pro- 
portion of the quantity taken may be recovered after death, 

even where nv pains have been taken to prevent its di i 
through its volatility. Here, after all the qualitative tests had 
been applied, and evaporation had been allowed to go on in a 
warm room, a quantity of acid was recovered from,the con- 
tents of the stomach equivalent to more than a quarter (sixty- 
seven minims) of that taken, besides the considerable quantity 
which still remained in the converted state as prussian blue; 
whilst the organs of the body were also sufficiently saturated 
to give unequivocal evidence of its presence after many days. 
‘The complete absence of odour of prussic acid from the organs 


and p= A generally, shows of how little worth this is as nega- 

tive evi oo oan the —— of death by even a 

dose of the acid. The condition of the stomach is also w 

notice as indicative of the irritant action of this poison when 

in a large dose, and on a comparatively empty stomach. 
Dorset-square, March, 1866. 





NOTE ON 


LATERAL DEVIATION OF THE EYES IN 
HEMIPLEGIA AND IN CERTAIN 
EPILEPTIFORM SEIZURES. 


By J. HUGHLINGS JACKSON, M.D., 
ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO THE NATIONAL HOSPITAL FOR EPILEPSY AND 
PARALYSIS, AND TO THE LONDON HOSPITAL. 


Iw relating an important case of hemiplegia from injury to 
the head in Tue Lancer of last week, Dr. Humphry mentions 
that soon after the accident both eyes were turned to the right, 
whilst the left was the side of the body paralysed. ‘‘ His livid, 
pale, expressionless face and helpless condition, with partial 
loss of consciousness and steady direction of the eyes to the right, 
indicated a severe shock to the brain and to the body.” Lateral 
deviation of the eyes in hemiplegia is considered M. E. 
Bouchut, in an appendix to his recently published “Du 
Diagnostic des Maladies du Systeme Nerveux par ]’Ophthal- 

i He says that M. Vulpian has observed that in 
Souielade gusduced by cerebral hemorr! or by softening 
of the brain, there is commonly deviation of the towards 
the side of the body which is not paralysed. This deviation is, 
M. Bouchut adds, only temporary. In the case Dr. Hi 
relates, he says, ‘‘ During the first twenty-four hours conscious- 
ness was gradually restored, and the movements of both eyes 

hav aamee his symptom myself, but I ber 

I have not yet o thi m , but remem 
hearing Mr. Lockhart Clarke, more than a year ago, in re- 

i SS0ne Se SOO ne on anes aes 
seoclacitg. Again, r. Hutchi has long observed it as 
pee en oe yn hemiplegia which attends arachnitis over 
one cere’ isphere. 


The precise notation of the particular muscles paralysed in 

the common form of hemiplegia is of much im 

seeiintanidiadas ne b Seoninn thei 
soon e as as by o! 

dition in chronic cases. The cases of hemiplegia which come 
under my care at the National Hospital for Epi and Para- 
lysis are y all cases in which the patient recovered 
from the shock of the apn or other ys te the 
nervous system which has prod the symptom. cases 
at the London Hospital in which the patient is brought in very 
soon after the are not very numerous, and most of these 
I do not see very early. I think it very likely, then, that I 
have not seen lateral deviation of the eyes in or simply 
because I have not begun to study the cases of hemiplegia in 
which the sym occurs until after it has passed off. 

Partial ysis of the orbicularis leginof I =e 

jptom very rarely observed in cases of hemiplegia o ura- 
tom I om, heueeen, recorded a case in which it venainel 
weakened when the arm and leg had recovered. Yet, accord- 
ing to some observers, weakness of this muscle is nearly al- 
ways present at first. Dr. Todd was so struck by the absence 
of paralysis of the orbicularis that he even considered the facial 
nerve was not affected at all, and ascribed the deviation of the 
face to partial paralysis of the fifth nerve. 

Such points, which seem of slight practical importance at 
first glance, are, I think, of great real importance in helping us 
to trace the resemblances, and to account for the differences in 
the particular muscles affected in unilateral — and in 
unilateral convulsions. I hope to be able to show that, whilst 
the ordinary form of hemiplegia is generally due to loss of 
function of the corpus striatum, there are reasons for con- 
sidering that in unilateral convulsions the corpus striatum is 
| stimulated.“ In one the muscles connected with it are para- 
lysed, and in the other, in action. Now I have seen Jateral 
| deviation of the eyes in some of those cases of epileptiform 
| attacks in which one side of the or been convulsed ; 

but in the few cases of the kind I have been able to observe 
“© T use, for the present, the word “stimulated ;” but I think that most 
clinical evidence tends to show that Dr. Radcliffe’s views on the condition 


of the nervous system in convulsive seizures are more correct than those 
generally receiv 
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carefully, the deviation has been, as one would expect, towards 
the side convulsed. 

The muscles affected in unilateral convulsions are not only 
those which are ysed in the common form of unilateral 
Se I think many of the differences may be accounted 
‘or by a consideration of the hypothesis brought forward by 
Dr. bent in a most important paper recently read before 
the Medical Society of London. 

Bedford-place, Russell-square, March, 1866. 








ANEURISM OF THE POPLITEAL ARTERY. 


TREATMENT BY FORCED FLEXION UNSUCCESSFUL; LIGATURE 
OF THE FEMORAL; RECOVERY. 


By WILLIAM R. LANE, Esq, 


ASSISTANT-SURGEON, GRENADIER GUARDS. 


Private 8S. V——, aged twenty-six, was admitted into hos- 
pital on the 21st of January, 1866. He complained of pain in 
the left leg and ankle ; the leg and foot were slightly red and 
swollen. On the 23rd he directed my attention to a swelling 
in the popliteal space, which, on examination, proved to be 
aneurism of the popliteal artery. 

In January of last year I was unsuccessful in the treatment 
of a case of popliteal aneurism by compression of the femoral 
artery with the various instruments invented for that purpose. 
I therefore in the present case determined to try the plan sug- 

by Mr. Ernest Hart—viz., by flexing the leg on the 
igh until the heel nearly touched the buttock, and keeping 
it ly in that position by means of . This treat- 
ment was commenced on the 23rd. On the 28th I examined 
the leg; the pulsation was somewhat diminished, and the 
aneurismal tumour was decidedly firmer, but larger. I then 
tightened the bandage, and to assist in still further obstructing 
the flow of blood, I attached a tourniquet pad on the under 
surface of an ordi seven-pound weight, and covered them 
. I then marked with ink the position of the 
femoral in the thigh, and directed the man to keep the weight 
on the spot indicated. On the 30th there was much less pul- 
sation, and the sac was firmer, but larger. This was no doubt 
eee bert nara of fibrin, The man stated that he was 
free pain, and experienced but little inconvenience from 
the forced position in which the leg had been 

Jan. 3lst.— Rather more pulsation. Fearing that the 
bandage, as adjusted, allowed of too much motion, I reban- 
daged the leg to the thigh, and well starched the bandage. 
The tumour appears to have been forced from the popliteal 
space to the inner side of the joint; it is in this position that 

ion can now be felt. 

From the lst of February the pulsation diminished rapidly, 
and on the 4th it could not be detected, but the tumour had 

ly increased in size. 

On the 7th, as there had been no return of the pulsation, and 
as there were both pain and swelling of the knee-joint, I 
loosened the bandage, and let the leg down about four inches. 

On the 9th pulsation reap and the leg was i 
placed in the flexed position. On the 11th pulsation 
but on the 14th it again without any apparent 
cause, and the aneurismal tumour so rapidly increased in size, 
without any diminution of the ——— that 1 deemed it 
necessary to ligature the femoral artery. Very little blood 
was lost during the operation. The wound was brought 
together with the silver-wire suture. The ligature came away 
on the twentieth day. 

The tumour, previous to the operation, was nearly as 
as an ordi cocoa-nut, and I am inclined to think, from its 
size, and from the peculiarity of the pulsation, that the sac 
must have given way. Absorption was very rapid. Seven 
days after the operation it was not much larger than an o 
and on the twenty-eighth day it could scarcely be felt. e 
limb, from having been in the flexed position for so long atime, 
was very much contracted. I experienced much difficulty in 
straightening it, and I had to place the man under the in- 
fluence of chloroform, and had then to use considerable force 
to effect my object. 

In another case of popliteal aneurism I should still be dis- 

to give another trial to the treatment by forced flexion, 

not for a longer period than eight or nine days. If pulsa- 

tion had not by that time quite ceased, I should deligate the 

‘artery. The collateral vessels would then, to a certain extent, 
be enlarged, and assist much in the success of the operation. 





CITRIC ACID AS AN APPLICATION IN 
CANCER. 


By CHARLES J. DENNY, Ese., M.R.C.8, 


Tue following case may be taken as a good example of the 
facts which I am desirous of laying before the profession :— 

Mr. D——,, an old sailor, aged seventy, consulted me im 
January last for an affection which caused intense pain along 
the whole side of the face, and great difficulty in mastication. 
His medical attendants had been treating it as a case of “‘ tic,” 
On examination, I found it to be scirrhus of the tongue, caused. 
most likely in the first instance by a carious tooth. In this. 
diagnosis I was confirmed by Mr. Oliver Pemberton and Mr. 
Thomason, of this town, and more recently by Mr. Crompton. 
The disease had a too much to think 5’ ating it.. 
In e other res) e a strong, man. 
Life wan mien Te hin, aan T could do was to pallinte. 
Large doses of morphia, chloroform, chlorodyne, and conium 
were tried at intervals with little benefit. He was sinki 
from bleeding and constant pain. A curious fact is that he 
could invariably tell some days before the bleeding began, as 
the tongue at those times felt swollen, and the pain was more 
intense than usual ; whereas after the bleeding there was little 
pain for some days. He showed me a one day in which 
citric acid was recommended as an application in cancer. I 
had no confidence in it ; but at his urgent request I ordered 
him a mouth-wash, containing one drachm of citric acid to 
eight ounces of water. He came to me a few days after, and 
said he felt greatly relieved from its use. When at all suffer- 
ing he applied it, and the pain disappeared like magic. I may 
say here that it must be used two days before much effect cam 
be e . He can now sleep well, and go about his busi- 
ness comfortably, which is that of letter-carrier for a large 
works. He takes no opiates, and firmly believes, as I do, that 
he has found out the means of ‘‘ soothing the way to death.” 

The application may possibly prolong life, in so far as it re- 
lieves pain, and so prevents, at least in part, the break up of 
the constitution consequent thereon. It will be seen that this 
treatment is applicable in many ways internally and externally. 
I have tried it in two cases of cancer of the breast and one of 
cancer of the uterus, and with perfect success in so far as re- 
lievi i , 

jilrs om ly avoided any theoretical views on this treat- 
ment, which will, I hope, receive an impartial trial on a large 
scale, and be duly reported upon. 

Birmingham, March, 1866. 
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Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quaamplurimas et morborum. 
et dissectionum historias, tum aliorum, tum proprias collectas habere, et inter 
se comparare.—MorGaGni De Sed. et Caus. Mord., lib. iv. Prowmium, 


LOCAL ANASSTHESIA. 


Tue spray-producer recently introduced by Dr. Richardson 
as a means of deadening sensibility has been applied at several 
metropolitan hospitals, with more or less success. We have 
ourselves witnessed some of these applications, and have de-« 
rived particulars of others from inquiry of those present on the 
occasion, and of the patients themselves. 

At St, Bartholomew's Hospital, on the 17th inst., Mr. T. 
Smith tated the distal of the great toe in a girl 
of about fourteen years 0’ The patient having been 
placed blindfolded upon the operating-table, a jet of ether 


spray was directed upon the joint by the aoe ge 


in a very few minutes con, 


tion was produced. 
tion was then rapidly 


and 
Femed, the Ciministeaier Slieaing 
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the surgeon's knife with the jet. Nothing could have been 
A successful. The girl was smili 


ceeding, and, when questioned dec 


l 
| son 
it the pro- | blanched. Au incision, three inches long, was then made into 

afterwards, that she | it, and the tumour removed without delay. The woman did 
had suffered no pain at all, and would not have known, but | not 


In about two minutes the part became perfectly 


or show any symptoms of pain during the removal ; 


that she was informed of it, that her toe had been removed. | but she complained when the sutures were 2 On ques- 


We were informed that a few days previously the application 
had been tried in the case of a woman whose toe was ampu- 
tated by Mr. Holmes Coote. The same amount of success, 
however, 4 = — _ , —_ woman had 
i oudly of the pain t w operation. 
Some doubts were felt as to whether her > => was real, 
she was a very hysterical person. Mr. Orton, house 
told us that he had used the spray-producer with success in 
case of hemorrhage uent upon sloughing of the penis. 
At the London Hospital on the 7th inst. we saw i - 
ment tried in the case of a man upon whom Mr. John Adams 
operated for phimosis. For some reason or other, a 
time than usual (seven minutes) elapsed before the sud 
spread of a dull white efflorescence on the ee _ 
congelation was effected. ‘The operation was performed. 
The man, who had complained a good deal previously of the 
smarting produced by the shower of ether falling upon his 
scrotum, winced under the knife, and, in reply to a question, 
said that he had felt pain. On’ the whole, the ing 
could hr be considered very successful. Mr. Hu ~~ we 
were had ormed a similar operation upon a boy a 
week vious when lation had been very rapidly 
— and the patient suffered little or no pain from the 


e. 

At St. Mary's Hospital, about three weeks since, Dr. 
i applied the process in three cases of operation for 
removal of tumours. 

1. A woman fifty-two years of age, from whose side Mr. 
Lane removed a fatty tumour. As we were not present upon 
the occasion, we the opportunity, whilst in the hos 
last Saturday, of questioning the patient as to the effect of the 

Upon our mentioning the subject, she showed much 
ion, declared that she felt the i 
and that she very nearly lost her life through it. 
entirely shook my system,” she said. When asked to explain 
more i iy, she said that “‘the stuff seemed to 
her,” and that “she felt the cutting of the knife. and the 


ee ee 
. Lynch, the house-surgeon, informs us that both in this 
of the wound healed by 


ase and the one following, the 
the first intention ; but that some which took place 
the wound some hours after the ion caused a deal 
of inconvenience, as he was obliged to break down adhe- 
sions in order to remove the clots. In this case sloughing also 
took place afterwards, but the patient is now doing well. 

2. On the same occasion we saw a woman, aged sixty-six, 
from whom Mr. J. Lane had removed a mammary tumour up- 
wards of a fortnight previously. She told us that “she felt 

operation very much indeed ; suffered a great deal.” We 
found that she was not aware that any steps had been taken 
to prevent her feeling pain; she ‘‘was not chloroformed or 
anything.” In 2 fe another question, she added, ‘I was 
too full of agony to know how many times they cut me.” 

3. Some sebaceous tumours were removed from the head of 
a woman by Mr. J. Lane without much pain. Two days after- 
wards the patient, we are informed, suffered from severe 
neuralgia of the scalp, which she attributed to the local 
anesthetic. 

In fairness to the process, it should be noted that an instru- 
ment provided with a single jet only was used by Dr. Richard- 
son in these instances, another more elaborate one, which he 
would have preferred employing, being at the time out of 


At King’s College Hospital on Saturday last the — was 
—_— to the neck of a young woman from whom Sir William 
ergusson was about to remove some large indurated 
which had for many years inconvenienced the patient. It was 
found, however, that the extent of surface which it was neces- 
sary to influence was too large for successful application of the 
method. When congelation had taken place at one point, and 
the jet was carried away in another direction, the effect rapidly 
subsided in the first i. The spray-producer was therefcre 
laid aside, and chloroform administered. 
At the Middlesex Hospital on the 14th inst., an old'‘woman, 
with a fatty tumour about the size of a small orange beneath 
left mamma, was brought into the theatre. The adminis- 
i of chloroform was commenced. After a few minutes, 
patient did not seem to be getting under its influence, 


nm 


| tioning her afterwards, she said that she “felt the cut, but it 
| was not painful.” In this case, also, the surface to be frozen 

was rather large for a single jet, so that it was —— to 
keep up a uniform influence throughout its extent. wound 
wus dual Git o gel, ond s totegs a lied. The | 
morning, when the dressing was removed, the parts were f 
much distended. Hwmorrhage had taken place after the pa- 
tient was removed to bed. On taking out the sutures, about 
an ounce of bleod-clot was found filling the space formerly 
sooumied bp the tumour. This was removed, the wound again 
closed, the patient is doing well. 

The occurrence of hemo: some time after the operation 
in this case, and in the two in St. Mary’s wore mee ol 
described, may have been an accident unco’ with the 
process employed. The point, however, is quite worthy of 
notice and iurther observation. If such a result should prove 
to be common, it might, perhaps, be worth while in such cases 
to delay the closing of the wound until some hours after the 
operation. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


FOUR CASES OF SUBMAXILLARY ABSCESS CONNECTED WITH 
DISEASE OF THE LOWER JAW. 


(Under the care of Mr. Nuwy.) 


Case 1. — W. B—., aged fifty-two, admitted Oct. 24th, 
1865, with painful swelling below the jaw on the right side. 
The swelling had very much the appearance of phlegmonous 
inflammation of the cervical fascia—a not uncommon and a 
most painful disease. The patient was a stableman, and not 
especially exposed to weather. 

Oct. 26th. — Mr. Nunn an abscess rather deeply 
seated—that is to say, below the cervical fascia. 

Nov. 2nd.—The diffused i action has subsided, 
but there is no disposition towards resolution. The mouth 
was inspected, and a Joose molar was found in the lower jaw 
of the affected side. This was removed by Mr. Thompson (a 

upil of the Dental Hospital attending surgical practice), he 
ome expressed his belief that the tooth, being necrosed, was 
eye teen mae re a eS 
10th. —The ent was discharged well, healing 
scess having - directly on the removal of the dead 
tooth. 


Casz 2.—E. W—, forty-seven, admitted June 8th, 
1863, on the recommendation of Dr. Ayling, of Great Portland- 
street, under whose care she had quevisutiy been. ‘“‘ There is 
a sinus leading from the submaxi 


illary region upwards ; the 
ne I nage Nihade adler the mucous mem- 
Gone ff ae oor of 

the maxilla to the root of a tooth.” 


the mouth, but not through any canal in 

Mr. Nunn made an inei- 
sion along the maxilla of sufficient length to allow him to in- 
troduce his finger, and ascertain whether or not dead bone 
existed. None was discoverable, and after the subsidence of 
the inflammation excited by the operation the sinus continued 
nearly as before. The only molar remaining was extracted as 
the possible source of the mischief; but still the sinus re- 
mained, and the patient was discharged after some weeks’ stay 
in the hospital, very much as when admitted. 

Some four months afterwards she reported herself well, 
having used some simple external application. : 

There can be but little doubt that the molar which was re- 
moved, and which proved to have been a denuded fang, was 
the primary cause of the abscess, and also of the persistence of 
the sinus, notwithstanding the circumstance of the want of 
immediate improvement after the removal of the dead tooth. 


Cast 3.—R. B——, admitted Jan. 4th, 1866, on the recom- 
mendation of Dr. Slight, of Brewer-street, under whose care 
he had iously been, with acute inflammation of the lower 
jaw. ‘‘ There is considerable constitutional disturbance ; 
asates from pain ; the right side of the lower jaw is 
tense, and tender ; two of the molars are necrosed and loose, 
and there is a purulent argo exuding around the necks of 
these teeth from the alveoli, and an opening in the submaxillary 





ion leads to dead bone.” The patient, aged Tames of poe. 
0! - 


a lapi ; has not been specially ex to the fumes 
acknowledges that in lighting his pipe with lucifer- 


phorus, but 
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matches he does not wait till the phosphorous material of the 
match is consumed. 

Jan. 10th.—Mr. Nunn removed the loose tooth, and, en- 
larging the sinus below the jaw, removed about one-third of 
the horizontal ramus of the inferior maxilla. Lotion of chlo- 
ride of zinc (one grain in one ounce) to be freely used. 

25th.—Made an out-patient, the swelling having subsided. 

Feb. 8th.—Nearly well. 

The necrosis in this case involved not only the alveolar 
border, but the entire thickness of the bone. The disease was 
rapid in its a month only having elapsed since the 
first symptom—namely, local pee. It is very probable that 
the phosphorous vapour from the lucifers employed in lighting 
his pipe was the exciting cause of the mischief. 


Casr 4.—Susan H——, aged twenty-three, admitted Jul 
25th, 1865. ‘‘There are several submaxillary sinuses, with 
considerable induration and diffused swelling of the left side 
of the neck ; she cannot o; her mouth, and of course cannot 
take solid food; she suffers great pain; her breath is very 
offensive. She has not menstruated during the past two 
months.” At the end of May last, whilst at Brighton (in ser- 
vice as kitchenmaid), she felt so much pain in the face that 
she could not sleep; swelling below the jaw followed, and 
suppuration took place. ‘‘ Three lower incisors are loose.” 

Aug. Ist.—Mr. Nunn explored the sinuses, but did not find 
that the body of the inferior maxilla was diseased, the necrosis 
being confined to the alveolar processes. The loose teeth were 
removed. 

1lth.—The remaining loose teeth were removed. At subse- 
quent dates the whole number of the teeth in the lower jaw 
were required to be taken away, the entire alveolar border 
having perished. 

The separation of the septa of the alveoli was very tedious, 
and the patient was not discharged until Dec. 19th, when she 
was perfectly well. 

A gargle containing one grain of chloride of zinc to an ounce 
of water was freely used. This gargle Mr. Nunn strongly re- 
commends as the most valuable detergent for the mouth we 
possess, its effect in removing the fetor of the breath he states 
to be almost immediate. Chloride of zinc forms with albumen 
a double chloride of zinc and albumen, which is practically in- 
decomposable. The fetor of inflamed buccal mucous mem- 
brane is probably due to the decomposition of the albumen of 
the buccal mucus together with the ptyaline. 





ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 
CASE OF PARALYSIS OF BOTH EXTERNAL RECTI MUSCLES, 
ATTRIBUTED TO A BLOW ON THE FOREHEAD; OCCIPITAL 
HEADACHE ; HISTORY OF SYPHILIS FOUR 
YEARS PREVIOUSLY. 

(Under the care of Mr. Hurcurnson.) 


Tue following case is one of very great importance and 
difficulty in reference to diagnosis. There is room for differ- 
ence of opinion; but Mr. Hutchinson's belief is that it well 
demonstrates the risk of being deceived by a patient’s history 
into accepting a post hoc as a propter hoc. There was not the 
slightest doubt on the man’s mind that his symptoms were due 
to his injury; and had it not been that it is Mr. Hutchinson’s 
custom, in almost all cases of paralysis of single nerves, to 
inquire as to a syphilitic history, he would not have done so. 
The man appearcd to be in excellent health, and did not pre- 
sent anything likely to excite suspicion. It is just possible 
that the effect of the concussion may have added something to 
the syphilitic disease already existing. 

Wm. B—-, aged twenty-eight, a soldier from Portsmouth. 
On June 14th, in boxing, he fell violently forward, aad struck 
his forehead on an iron fender. He was stunned, and lay 
senseless on the floor until he was picked up by his comrades. 
He regained partial consciousness whilst they were carrying 
him to bed. ere was no wound beyond a mere scratch; but 
great swelling followed, and the conjunctiva of each eye was 
ecchymosed, He had at the time very free bleeding from the 
nose, 

On account of the accident he remained five days in bed, 
but during most of this time he was ‘all right except the 
swelling.” He returned to duty at the end of five days, and 





morning, on getting up, he found that he saw double, and a 
few days later his tm tod noticed that his eyes squinted. 
During the whole month he had suffered more or less from 
aching in the back of his head, a Sena 
first somapanines the pain had been icularly severe, and 
had kept him awake most of the night. Since this his eyes 
have approached nearer and nearer to each other. He believes 
that it was his left eye which turned inwards first, and that 
his right has only done so within the last fortnight. He sees 
best with his right eye, and, as both converge, he habitually 
holds his head turned to his right shoulder. In shaving, he 
reports the inconvenience of being unable to see the mght side 
of his face—at least not his right cheek, for he can see the 
side of his nose, and a little of the right side of the upper lip ; 
but to see the whole right half of the face he is obliged to close 
his right eye and use the left. He considers his sight perfeet 
with each eye, and states that he takes aim as well as ever, 
but cannot venture on horseback. His eyes both look inwards ; 
the left more conspicuously so, probably because he instine- 
tively draws it inwards to lessen the annoyance of double 
vision. In attempting to look outwards, whether to right or 
left, he is unable to carry either pupil further out than in a 
direction straight forwards. Thus the external rectus of each 
eye appears to be quite paralysed. There is no ptosis. The 
eyes are on the same horizontal level. His pupils are of nor- 
mal size, and act freely. His accommodation is normal, and 
he reads “brilliant” with either eye. In looking straight at 
the examiner, he turned his ol to the right, and thus 
brought the axis of his right eye to bear upon him. He did 
not now see this person’s body double, but the candles and 
table, which s' to the left, and directly to which his left 
eye was directed, appeared to him to be in front of it. These 
candles he of course saw double: dimly with his right eye in 
their per place; very distinctly with the left eye, but 
altered in position. He still feels strong, but he is pre eery,  d 
depressed in spirits on account of the ailment, and has lost 
appetite. He is a robust, healthy-looking man. 

n spite of the clear history of a severe injury, Mr. Hutchin- 
son thought it well to inquire about syphilis, and obtained the 
following important facts. In the latter of 1860 he con- 

a chancre, which was followed by sore-throat and rash, 
and he was ill for nearly ten months. At length, after a 
moderate salivation from inunction, he got quite free from 
all symptoms, and from that time to this has never had the 
slightest relapse. As to the pain in his head, he states 
that he had suffered from it at times for several months before 
the accident, and had even been under treatment for it. It 
had often kept him awake at night. The army surgeon had 
sometimes given him medicine (he believes quinine), of which 
a single dose would at once relieve him. 

Putting this clear history of syphilis with the fact that 
severe occipital headache, with nocturnal exacerbations, ve 
ceded by several months the development of pal r. 
Hutchinson is inclined to suspect that syphilis, and not the 
injury, is the real cause of the malady. 


*robincil ‘Bospital Beparts. 


NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE INFIRMARY. 


ELEPHANTIASIS OF. THE LEG ‘OF TWO YEARS’ DURATION ; 
LIGATURE OF THE FEMORAL ARTERY. 


(Under the care of Mr. ALcock.) 


In the “‘ Mirror,” Feb. 10th, 1866, we published some cases 
of elephantiasis of the leg, in one of which Mr. Bryant, of 
Guy’s Hospital, ligatured the femoral artery. The following 
is an interesting case, in which a similar mode of treatment 
has been pursued, with results which up to the present time 
are very satisfactory. We are indebted to Mr. W. Dunnett 
Spanton for a report of the particulars :— 

Daniel J——,, aged thirty-three, a strongly-built man, who 
had been a puddler all his life, was admitted into the above 
infirmary on Dec. 5th, 1865, for e ment of the left leg. 
He has lived in Staffordshire all his life; never was aoa, 
never had syphilis. About ten years ago his left leg was 
burned, and a month afterwards bitten by a dog in the calf. 
The wound did not heal for two years. At various times since 
then the skin has given way, and ulcers have a) 














considered himself ya well, but ecchymosis on the left eye 
remained for a month longer. At the end of this month, one 








ppeared, which 
caused the patient to lay aside from work for several weeka at 
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for a large 


atime. He was in the infirmary two yee sap 
sluggish wound on the outer aspect of the leg, the situation of 
the t one. The wound was almost healed when the 
patient left the infirmary. About this time the foot a ¥ to 
enlarge, the swelling gradually extending up the leg. It dis- 

ypeared in great measure after rest in bel, but hy nnn 
alter the day’s work. The e leg gradually e 
harder, and soon was almost u 
state continued to increase, and guve rise to so much incon- 
venience that the patient was compelled to give up work. 

On admission, the man’s pate ye was good. The left 


leg was very much enlarged, the surface pale, elevated in many | 


parts into ~~ — masses, -— - dense as nats no 
impression when firm pow wi e finger. e - 
ment ually pon low the knee. e vessels of the 
leg could not be felt. The femoral artery was natural, so far 
tape be ascertained. About p wong ee a" the outer 
e was a small, very sluggish, deep ulcer, with hard 

He had not much pain, unless he walked about, hei 4 
he was unable to do without considerable inconvenience. After 
walking, the leg would become red, and the ulcer more sloughy. 
Various applications were tried—firm strapping and bandaging, 
iodine ointment, &c.; but no diminution of the size of the 
limb resulted, and the wound seemed to become less and less 
dis 
lim 
arte 
~~ 17th, at 1.30 P.m., the ration was per- 
formed, under chloroform, in the middle third of the thigh. 
The femoral artery appeared and felt healthy, and of the | 
natural size. The external saphena vein was wounded, but 
the bleeding soon stop; No other vessel required ligature. 
The was partly closed with wire sutures, and water- 
dressing applied, the leg being afterwards enveloped in cotton 
wool 


The girth of the limbs before operation was as follows :— | 
Left leg ; Over instep, 11} in.; heel, 15} in.; above the wound, | 
10in.; tibial tu 13) in.; calf, 13}in. Right leg: Over | 


instep, Sjin.; heel, 124 in.; above the wound, 8} in.; tibial 
123in. The temperature of the left 
84° 


tubercle, 11] in.; calf, 
sole, 86° F.; right sole, 84°. 

After removal to bed the patient felt comfortable, was free 
from pain, and the left leg felt warm to him.—Three P.M.: 
Feels very comfortable. The limb is kept slightly flexed, and | 
raised at the knee a little. ‘Temperature of left sole (wrapped 
in wool), 90°.—Nine Pp.m.: Quite free from pain, and di 
to sleep. Tem of left s le, 92°. 

Feb. 18th.—Slept well ; free from pain; pulse quiet ; tongue 
moist. The limb feels warm to the patient. Temperature of 
left sole, 90°. The wound of the thigh was dressed. There 
was some sanious oozing; it looked quiet. The leg was not 
disturbed.—Nine p.m.: A little pain in the thigh; none else- 
where. Temperature of left sole, 91°. To have an anodyne 

t 


d ‘ 
19th.—Going on well ; thigh slightly swollen ; wound quiet. 
Temperature: Left sole (covered with wool), 91°; right sole 
(covered with stocking), 80°. The wool was removed from the 
leg. The ulcer of the leg was larger, suppurating freely, but 
the edges looked healthy. The skin was wri some- 
what loose. Measurement: Over instep, 10jin.; heel, 15) in.; 
above the wound, 9j in.; tibial tu ie, 124in.; calf, 123 in. 
Wool was ied, and the ulcer of the leg dressed with resin 
ointment; that of the thigh as before. 
20th.—Slight feverishness; a blush surrounds the wound of 
the thigh; discharge looks healthy. Temperature of the left 
sole To have a dose of castor oil. 
2ist.—Complains of headache and feverishness; bowels 
acted after the oil; pulse quick, soft; wound of the thigh rather 
angry. nase re : —_ sole, ar right, 84°. bed was 
applied to the woun frequently changed. imb was 
with flannel inatead of wool. 
22nd.— Better; wound quieter. Temperature: Left sole, 87° 
{in flannel); right sole, 83° (in stocking). Ordered to have 
— Pega” ke) mutton chop. itt 
—Wo quiet, ; Sochenging i y- me of 
the sutures removed. Gacwten: sole, 89°; right 
sole, 83°. Had an opiate at bedtime. 
26th.— Improving; free from pain; wounds look well; 
pulse 70; e moist; appetite good; sleeps well without 
any opiate. Temperature: Left sole, 90°; right sole, 81°. 
Measurement: Over lljin.; heel, 154in. ; above the 
wound, 10) in. ; tibial tubercle, 12} in. ; calf, 124 in. 


SO ee Oe 0 Say evaze mans Sas > Saas aatees, 


appear to some that the remedy is one which 


ected by position. This | 


to heal. The patient expressed a wish to have the | 
ae and willingly assented to have the femoral | of the further progress of this case. 


| with greater risk than may at first sight ccem justifiable. But 


when we consider that this patient had not been able to work 
for more than about a year during the last five, and that during 
the last ten years the affected limb had been a constant burden 
to him—causing him to walk with difficulty and oftentimes 
reventing him from doing any work for weeks together, —the 
ger attending the operation of ligature appears to be fully 
warranted ; indeed, the patient himself pro that the leg 
should be amputated after the ordinary methods of treatment 
failed to afford relief. 

So far the result is most satisfactory. There is already a 
diminution in the circumference of the limb of nearly an inch, 
and it is clear from the healthy appearance of the old ulcer 
that a reaction has begun. This is a fact of much interest, in- 
asmuch as in this alteration of the nutritive process in the 
| limb we have an @ priori argument in favour of anticipating a 
| similar result in the entire morbid structure. During the last 
| two days there has been a slight increase in size at the lower 
| part of the leg; but the upper part steadily diminishes. The 
| temperature, as wi seen from the report, rose considerably 
| after the operation ; but owing to an unfortunate oversight the 
temperature of the sound limb was not taken during the first 
| two days. In Mr. Butcher's case, related in his ‘* Operative 
8 ,” the temperature rose in a similar manner. 


e hope to be able on a future occasion to give an account 





Medical Societies 
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


Tuvurspay, Marcu ist, 1866. 
Dr. Atprrson, F.R.S., Presipenr. 


ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 


Tue Prestpext declared the ballot for the election of 
officers and members of Council for 1866-7 open for one hour, 
and nominated Dr. Markham and Mr. G. Gaskoin, scruti- 
neers. 

The Auditors’ report was then read. 

Dr. Wesster moved the adoption of the Auditors’ report. 
He said the financial condition of the Society was most satis- 
factory, and remarked on the minuteness with which the 
accounts were kept. There was an item of 8». for fines, and 
one of 10s. 6d. for old brass. Dr. Webster spoke with ap- 
eyes of the fact that half the expenditure for books was 
or foreign books. 

Mr. ParrripcE seconded the motion. 

Dr. Prrman said that Dr. Webster had probably forgotten 
that comparatively little was spent on English books because 
(from the liberality of authors) many were presented to the 


The Report of Council was then read. After congratulating 
the Society on its p ity, and on the unusually large 
number of Fellows elected, the Report gave an account of the 
present number of Fellows, stating changes by death, elections, 
and resignations. ‘The financial condition of the Society ap- 
pears to be very satisfactory. The Society has funded £500, 
and has carried £190 to the next year’s account. The sum 
now standing in the names of trustees is £4816 lls. 5d. 
There have been large additions to the library, —350 books, 
exclusive of continuations—182 presented, 168 purchased ; 
191 of these were English, 159 foreign. Dr. Ashburner had 

iven sixty-one volumes on the early and later history of 
Gates . Mr. rag | bay te quote ae Me ay a 

port, has repeatedly laid the Society under similar obliga- 
tions, had presented a rare and beautiful medallion executed 
in ware in 1788 of Dr. J h Black, the Professor of Che- 
mistry in the University of Edinburgh. The thanks of the 
Society were also due to Sir Rutherford Alcock for a portrait 
of his father—an oil painting by Haydon—and for an oil 
painting by Mr. Inskipp, a portrait of Sir Rutherford himself. 
After s ing of additions to the library, the 
says:—** The librarians, however, report with regret, in 
the hope that this notice may attract the attention of the 
Fellows, that very few additions have been made to the 
Society's collection of pho hic its of its Fellows, 
and to the photographs of athogi specimens.” Two com- 
mittees been appoin —one report on the subject of 
u 2 
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“A ermic Injections,” and the other on ‘‘ Electricity in 
the ent of Disease.” 

The result of the ballot for officers and members of Council 
was then announced by the President:—President: James 
Alderson, M.D., F.R.S.  Vice-Presidents : *Patrick Black, 
M.D. ; *Henry Bence Jones, M.D., F.R.S. ; *Prescott Gardner 
Hewett ; *Charles Hewitt Moore. Treasurers: Henry Alfred 
Pitman, M.D. ; *George Busk, F.R.S. Secretaries: *Henry 
Hyde Salter, M.D., F.R.S.; *George Green Gascoyen. 
Librarians: Alexander Patrick Stewart, M.D.; *Charles 
Brooke, F.R.S. Other Members of Council: Andrew Wh 
Barclay, M.D. ; Edmund Lloyd Birkett, M.D.; *Joiin Clarke, 
M.D.; *Patrick Fraser, M.D.; “Richard Quain, M.D. ; 
*James Dixon ; *Edwin Humby ; *John Abernethy Kingdon ; 
*John Marshall, F.R.S.; Alfred Poland. Those gentlemen 
to whose names asterisks are prefixed were not on the Council, 
or did not fill the same office, last year. 

Mr. Cuaries Hawks moved the adoption of the Report. 
He said that, unlike Dr. Webster, he was not enamoured of 
large balances, and did not think that the present members of 
the Society should save money for people who came after 
them. After taking away the sum received for letting lodgings, 
there was a balance of five hundred pounds for books. He 
thought more ought to be laid out on English books, and he 
added the Society was quite rich enough to buy them. He 
thought the lib ought to be not aunly a medical library, 
but that it should also contain books on science, and books 
bordering on scientific subjects. Again, he could see no 
reason why the present members should remain stewing in 
that room in o that those who came after might find a 
large balance. In latter years, Mr. Hawkins said, the Anni- 
versary Meeting had been held in the evening ; he thought it 
would be better to held them, as they used to be held, in the 
afternoon. It was only fair to do this, in order to ensure a 

r attendance as a compliment to the President. 

Dr. FRASER, in ee rem bey resolution, said that he quite 
agreed with Mr. Hawkins that the Society was rich enough to 
buy English books, and ought not to depend on the generosity 
of authors. 

The Prestpent remarked that the observations of the 
— would be borne in mind by the Council. He added 

t a small balance would prevent the Society from ever 
leaving its present room, as the sum asked for a larger place 
was much greater than their ns balance. 

Dr. Prrman then moved alteration of one of the bye- 
laws, the resolution being ‘‘That the words Fellows, Members, 
and Licentiates be inserted in the of the words Fellows 
and Members.” The law, as it stood, excluded Licentiates, 
and the object of the resolution was to enable them to be 

as members. 

The resolution was seconded by Dr. Barnes. 

Mr. ParrripcGe asked if the rule thus altered would not 
include those who might be licentiates in special branches 
aly, as for instance licentiates in Dental Surgery, Midwifery, 

, 





Dr. Prrman said it was not contemplated to include those 


who were licentiates in ial branches merely. 
Dr. Sankey asked if rs in nr gs were included ? 
Mr. Cuaries Hawks thought such an alteration ought to 


have been brought forward by the Council, and that the law 
should be so worded as to include all legally qualified medical 
men. He remarked, too, that he thought the rule limiting 
p em oy) = i practitioners . one-third should be 

e thought any one on the ister should be 
allowed to be a Pos ar ss 

Mr. PartTripGE would second Mr, Hawkins’ proposal. 

Dr. Prrman said that many medical men did not think it 
worth while to register, and that there were many Fellows of 
the College of Physicians whose names were not registered. 
Mr. Hawkins’ pro therefore, would exclude some pro- 
perly ualified candidates. 

tr. HAWKINS meant to say that any one, either properly 


ualified or registered under the Act, should be eligible. He 
thought, however, that Dr. Pitman’s motion might be taken 
as a step. ' 


Dr. Pitman’s motion was then carried. 
THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


The Presrpent said he had first to fulfil the melancholy 
duty of —— of the Fellows who had died during the past 
year. e selected the more prominent characters and 
grouped them, so as not only to bring forward their — 

t to deduce lessons from their career which might be use’ 
to the living. He mentioned especially Dr. Ferguson, Phy- 








sician Extraordinary to the Queen, his extensive practice and 
adh me accomplishments, which made him welcome in 
the society. Somewhat as an antithesis, he mentioned 
Dr. King, of Eltham, who was also a highly successful prac- 
titioner, and who was the object of the deepest attachment, 
and was satisfied with no more brilliant reward. —— 
honorary Fellows he particularly mentioned Mr. Willi 

Hooker and the greatly lamented Mr. Brande, and concluded 
his notice of the departed by referring to the obituary, paying 
a tribute to those whose less prominent career may not have 
been less useful and less happy and their loss not less deeply 
regretted. He then porter the Congress to be held at 
Constantinople to inquire into the circumstances connected 
with the introduction of cholera into Europe, and trusted 
that the investigation might throw some light on the epizootic 
now present, and ed as follows :—‘‘Many will be 
sorry to rene — this visitation a being treated under a 
sort of ic by the Legislature, with less regard than might 
have been desirable to the amount of knowledge which Ten 
already possess, or to the sensible deductions thence to be 
derived. I have no doubt that , the members of this 
Society, are too enlightened to fall into the peculiar notions 
adopted by the general public about this cattle disease, or 
plague, as they are pleased to call it; that you all perceive 
the futility of hunting for specifics, of trying to identify it 
with diseases of the human constitution, and of believing in 
its importation and propagation by contagion as the only 
cause. All these fallacious views seem to blind the Legisla- 
ture as well as the public to facts which are —— esta- 
blished. These facts are, that the cattle disease, like cholera, 
follows a certain course, which is undeviating in its direction, 
though the visitation skips over some localities ; that the 
disease also, like cholera or any other epidemic, abides only 
for a certain period in each locality, and that it is most viru- 
lent and unmanageable at the beginning of each outbreak, 
and becomes amenable to simple treatment, or any treatment 
not positively injurious, towards the end of its presence in 
each place, whilst the ultimate cause of the disease and the 


law of its are unknown to us. All these facts 
display the fallacy of pretend to stop or exterminate— 
that is, in the presumptuous p of the day, ‘ to 

contact ; 


> 


teen, to cote ty chalk en 


which, ing to the know- 
ledge which we is obviously impossible. None will, 
of course, den there is a certain amount of power to com- 
municate the di by what is termed ion or infection, 
and that moderate tions to avoid contact are 


wise and good ; but it is plain that when the best is done in 
this direction the laws of transmission and duration will defy 
all Orders in Council and all Parliamentary enactments either 
to obtain i ity or to effect ‘stamping out.’ It is strange 
that certain French journals should have of their im- 
munity from cattle dlasase os & merit, and have even taunted 
us that, while they are we owe it to our ignorance ; 
whereas they might perceive as well as we do that the course 
of the visitation is no more to be arrested than the course of a 
cyclone or that of any other atmospheric phenomena ; and we 
might, if we chose, respond to the rebuke by observing that 
France has been spared the murrain whilst they have had the 
cholera.” The President then congratulated the Society on 
the success of the past session, and on the character of the com- 
munications as well as of the discussions which followed— 
discussions which had been conducted with the utmost amenity 
as well as advantage to medical knowledge. He expressed 
a hope that more papers would be introduced on scientific 
subjects collateral to Medicine, and hinted that many of those 
which were laid before the Royal Society would find a more 
appreciating audience in the Society he was addressing. He 
concluded by referring to the committees established in 1862, 
and on the valuable matter contained in the of those 
of 1862 and 1864. He did not doubt that the two now sitting 
would be equally successful ; that the records of these com- 
mittees would prove enduring memorials of the Society's 
vitality. He congratulated himself on having the honour of 
being President of a Society which is animated with the true 
spirit of inquiry, and follows out its object with willing and 
united feeling. 

Mr. Curtinc moved a vote of thanks to the President for 
his able address, with a request that it should be printed. To 
one point Mr. Curling said he might be permitted to refer. 
The ident had spoken of the ion of the late Mr. 
James, of Exeter. For his (Mr. ing’s) part he should 








have pointed out the present Mr. James, the father of the Mr. 
James lately deceased, as the surgeon whose reputation had 
made the name James famous. 

Mr. C. H. Moore cordially seconded Mr. Curling’s motion. 
He remarked on the genial personal influence of the Presi- 
dent in the Council as well as in the Society. 

Mr. Brooke proposed, and Dr. Gimp seconded, a vote of 
— to the retiring Hon. Secretaries—Dr. Fuller and Mr. 

irkett. 

Dr. Fviver said the work had been a labour of love 
had both endeavoured to do their duty. He was p 
be able to refer to the flourishing state of the Society. 
feaving his office he wished to bear testimony to the very 
valuab’ e services of the Sub-Librarian. It would, Dr. Fuller 
said, be very difficult for the Secretaries to get through their 
work were it not for the efficient aid of Mr. Wheatley. 

Mr. Birkzrr had had great pleasure in performing the 
<luties of the post he was about to leave. There was one 
point on which he would take the opportunity of commenting. 
He thought a little mp was required in the manner of 
conducting the meetings of the Society. He thought it would 


; they 
to 
In 


be well to hold exhibitions of instruments. This would en- | 


courage instrument makers to send instruments. 





Rebiews and Hotices of Books. 


Comparative Anatomy and Physiology of Vertebrates. By 
Ricward Owen, F.R.S. Vol. L Longmans & Co. 

Just twenty years have elapsed since the appearance of the 
second volume of Professor Owen’s Hunterian Lectures, which 
was devoted to an account of the anatomy of fishes only. Nine 
years later a new edition of the first volume (on the Inver- 
tebrata) was published, and since then naturalists have been 
anxiously expecting the completion of the learned professor's 
account of the structure of vertebrate animals by a description 
of the remaining classes—reptiles, birds, and mammals. 

The volume which has just been issued is an instalment of 
that desiderated work, but a large one, inasmuch as it em- 
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| into ‘‘anallontoic or branchiate,” and “allantoic or abran- 
chiate.” 

As might be expected, by far the longest chapter is that 
devoted to the osteology of the group. The structure of the 
spinal column as it exists in all the cold-blooded forms is first 
treated of; then follows an account of the cranium (mem- 
branous, cartilaginous, and osseous); then the bones and car- 
tilages of the limbs are described; and finally the dermal 
| skeleton. The facts related are made to illustrate Prof. Owen's 
theory of the vertebrate endoskeleton ; for (as it is hardly 
necessary to observe) the author adheres with unflinching 
tenacity to his homological views and idea of the archetype. 
And even those who dissent from these views cannot but 
admire the multitude of interesting facts recorded, and the 
clearness with which complex osseous structures or complicated 
processes of ossification are described. 

The chapter on Myology contains a good account of the 
| muscles of fishes and of the salamander; but little is said, 

however, of those of the Anoura; while the space devoted to 
the myology of the higher forms is mainly occupied by a re- 
production of the account given by Bojanus of the muscles of 

Emys Europea, The author differs from the great majority of 
| anatomists, whether human or comparative, in regarding the 
| flexors of the fore limb as the serial homologues of the extensors 

of the hind one, and vice versd. He also denies that the 
patella is the representative of the olecranon. 
| In the chapter which treats of the Nervous System, Prof. 

Owen mentions facts telling strongly against the hypothesis 
| that the cerebellum has relation to the sexual instinct, but in 
| favour of its more or less intimate connexion with locomotive 
| power. He also brings forward instances of fishes of similar 
| habits and modes of life the cerebral lobes of which vary in an 
| extreme degree as to shape, relative size, and structure; thus 
| directly contradicting the phrenological notion that ‘‘ different 
| parts of the prosencephalon are special seats or organs of dif- 

ferent psychical phenomena.” 
The other chapters contain a well-arranged description of 





braces the whole of the cold-blooded vertebrates, from the all the leading facts connected with the subjects of which they 
lowest fish to the highest reptile. Moreover, we are led to | respectively treat, the volume altogether constituting a most 
expect the speedy appearance of two more volumes, to be occu- | valuable treasury of anatomical knowledge, and giving a far 
pied with the warm-blooded classes—(i.e., with birds and more complete and perfect account of the structure of reptiles 
mammals,) the three volumes together forming a complete | and fishes than has ever before appeared in this country; while 
account of all the main points of interest concerning the highest | its style forms an admirable contrast to that of some of the 
primary division of the animal kingdom. It is a volume ad- | most valuable works on the same subject which have been 
mirable for many things, but especially for its lucidity and | producedin Germany. There is also ample opportunity afforded 
eloquence, the orderly arrangement of its vast masses of | for the acquisition of a knowledge of details, such as the com- 
facts, the completeness with which the views enunciated | pass of the work does not admit direct mention of, as at the end 
are developed and illustrated, and the great learning and in- | of the volume there is a list of no less than 339 works and 


genuity of its distinguished author. 


The volume of 1846, relating to fishes alone, contains 304 | 


pages ; the present work has more than double that number— 
namely, 640,—as might be almost anticipated from its vastly 
greater subject-matter. 


After a short summary of the main common characters of | 


the Vertebrata, and the chief modifications presented by the 
several classes, the author gives a complete list of all the main 
groups, including all the leading families, together with the 
distinctive characters of all the orders and sub-classes. 

Then follows a series of chapters respectively devoted to the 
osteology, myology, nervous system, digestive system, ab- 
sorbent system, circulating and respiratory systems, urinary 
system, tegumentary system, ductless glands, &c., the genera- 
tive system, and finally, generative products, and the develop- 
ment of the animals treated of. Each chapter thus forming a 
complete and separate treatise in itself. 

All fishes, amphibians, and reptiles are here united by Pro- 
fessor Owen under the common term Hematocrya, forming one 
great class. But he speaks of this arrangement as being “‘arti- 
ficial” and “‘convenient,” and one of several that might be 
adopted, and admits that the vertebrata are equally divisible 


| treatises referred to in the body of the book. 

It is, perhaps, to be regretted that the numerous illustra- 
| tions are so largely reproductions of figures already well known 
| to naturalists, as a greater number of original representations 
| would have added to the attractiveness of a work which has 
so long been looked forward to by, and which must neces- 
| sarily become the possession of, all earnest and thorough-going 

lovers of comparative anatomy. 
In the preface to his work, Professor Owen enumerates the 
various ways in which animal structure may be investigated, 
such as the various divisions of zootomy; special investiga- 
tions, such as anthropotomy, &c.; the study of organs, as 
odontography, &c.; physiological anatomy; the study of deve- 
| lopment, zoology, histology, paleontology; and the investi- 
| gation of homologies (special, general, and serial), or, as he 

happily phrases it, ‘‘ namesakeism.” In considering this last 

branch, the author takes occasion to allude to matters which 
| have been of late the subject of controversy, but without any 
| indication that his views have undergone any modification 
| whatever. It is impossible not to feel some regret at such 
' references, as, although it may be practicable to maintain cer- 
| tain views by the adoption of peculiar definitions, it would yet 
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be idle to attempt to deny that the verdict of the scientific 
world has been as yet adverse to them. 

In that part of the book which is devoted to a consideration 
of the mode and mechanism of locomotion in the various 
groups, the author earnestly advocates the doctrine of final 
causes ; at the same time, we are glad to observe that (towards 
the end of the preface), though ‘‘ confessing ignorance of the 
mode of operation of the natural law or secondary cause” of 
the succession of different species on the earth’s surface, Pro- 
fessor Owen again avows his adherence to the belief that such 
changes take place according to natural laws and in an orderly 
succession. He says, ‘‘ The most intelligible idea of homo- 
logous parts ...... is that they are due to inheritance ;” though 
we know not ‘‘ how inherited, or what may be the manner of 
operance of the secondary cause in the production of species.” 
He adds, in conclusion :-— 


“In the lapse of ages, hypothetically invoked for the muta- 
tion of specific distinctions, | would remark that Man is not 
likely to preserve his longer than contemporary species theirs. 
Seeing the greater variety of influences to which he is subject, 
the present characters of the human kind are likely to be 
sooner changed than those of lower existing species. And 
with such change of specific character, especially if it should 
be in the ascensive direction, there might be associated powers 
of ing the problems of zoo! so far transcending 
those of our nt condition as to be equivalent to a different 
and higher phase of intellectual action, resulting in what might 
be termed another species of zoological science.” 

** With the present psychical and structural characteristics 
of the human species, it may be r bl luded that 
those of other existing species, especially of the distinctly 
marked vertebrate classes, will be at least concurrent and co- 
enduring, and in that sense we may accept the dictum of the 
French zoologist: ‘ La stabilité des es est une condition 
nécessaire 4 l’existence de la science d’histoire naturelle.’ At 
the same time, indulging with Lamarck in hypothetical views 
of transmutative selective influences during xons trans- 
cending the periods allotted to the existence of ourselves and 
our contemporaries, as we now are, we may also say: ‘La 
nature n’offre que des individus qui se succédent les uns aux 
autres par voie de génération, et qui proviennent les uns des 
autres. Les espéces parmi eux ne sont que relatives, et ne le 
sont que temporairement.’” 








Some Effects of the Climate of Italy. By Tuomas Kine 
Cuampers, M.D., &c. London: Churchill & Sons. 

Dr. Cuamsers has published in a separate form the Lectures 

on the Climate of Italy which lately appeared in our own 


columns, It would be too soon to say that he has made good 


the point which throughout these lectures he aims at establish- 
ing. It is something to have suggested it, and he has done 
more than this by contributing materially to the settlement of 
it. The point is this: that the climate of Italy is an arrester 
of the tendency to degeneration which we so often see in 
patients without being able to diagnose any particular disease. 
We have endless volumes on the virtues of particular places 
for particular complaints. But here is an attempt, with which 
all our readers should familiarize themselves, to assign to the 
Italian climate the power of saving the constitution when the 
undefinable indications of a break-down appear. Many will 
think that the mere change and holiday which are implied in 
exchanging England for Italy for a few months will explain 
the improvement of health which has so happily followed in 
Dr. Chambers’s own case. But the statistical data which 
the author supplies of the comparative mortality from various 
diseases of Italian towns and London require explanation. 
These show that there is a far larger mortality from acute dis- 
ease in Italy than in England, and conversely, a far larger 
mortality from chronic degenerative disease in the London 
than in Italian hospitals. Dr. Chambers attributes the differ- 
ence principally to climate; and doubtless ultimately this is a 
principal cause of difference. But we should attribute more 
importance than he does to the difference in modes of living of 
the Italian poor and the London poor ; for it is chiefly these 








who are compared in his statistics. London gin and porter 
have surely as much to do with the production of degenerative 
changes in the London poor as the London climate. The 
greater mortality of Italians than of Englishmen from acute 
diseases, too, must be largely explained by a better practice of 
physic in regard to these diseases in England than obtains in 
Italy. If men like Cavour are badly treated, what can we 
expect for the Italian poor labouring under acute disease. The 
statistical Lecture in Part II. of Dr. Chambers’s book is most 
interesting, and the work, as a whole, is an original and valu- 
able contribution to our knowledge of the bearing of climate 
on health and life. 





A Theoretical Inquiry into the Physical Cause of Epidemic 
Diseases, Accompanied with Tables. By ALEXANDER 
Hamitton Hower, M.D., Hon. East India Company’s Ser- 
vice. pp. 171. London: Churchill and Sons. 1865. 

Tuls is a very curious book. The author seeks to establish 
a series of laws respecting the recurrence of epidemic diseases. 
He believes, from the data which he has collected, that he is 
justified in concluding that epidemic visitations recur at regular 
intervals of time, of which eighteen years and a half may be 
taken as the type. This interval is liable to a little variation ; 
but a period varying from seventeen to twenty years will, he 
thinks, embrace all possible variations. Dr, Howe's second, 
third, and fourth propositions run thus : 

‘The length of the interval between successive periodic 
visitations corresponds with the period of a single revolution 
of the lunar node, and a double revolution of the lunar apse. 

‘* The revolution of the lunar node and apse line, involving 
a material djfference in the relative position of the moon to the 
earth’s equator, must exercise a very sensible intiuence on the 
tenuity of the earth’s atmosphere. 

** It is considered that this difference of tenuity muat render 
the at here at certain times more susceptible to the pro- 
pagation, if not also to the origination, of the epidemic poison.” 

The data upon which Dr. Howe bases his eighteen-year 
theory of recurrence are chiefly derived from ancient and me- 
diwval history. Would the Royal Societies, north and south 
of the Tweed, admit such data as a satisfactory foundation for 
a theory of the physical cause of epidemic diseases ? 

Dr. Howe applies his theory to cholera, with especial refer- 
ence to the present epidemic. ‘‘ Cholera,” he says, ‘‘ the epi- 
demic which is typical of this century, invariably travels from 
east to west, or in the same direction as the regression of the 
lunar node along the line of the ecliptic.” (Proposition 20.) 
Does this proposition agree with the fact? Cholera certainly 
must travel from east to west if it journeys from India to 
Europe; but in the great migratory epidemics it has equally 
travelled from the same centre northwards to Central Asia 
and Siberia, eastwards to China and intervening countries and 
the Indian Archipelago, and southwards to the Mauritius. In 
fact, the disease has radiated from a common centre in all 
directions, and its eastward and southward have usually pre- 
ceded its westward extensions. In the present epidemic 
Birmah, Cochin China, China proper, and probably several 
islands of the Indian Archipelago, suffered before the west- 
ward migration of the disease began. 

The cosmical relations of epidemic diseases form a subject 
for study of remarkable interest, and which has been as yet 
little cultivated. These have to be sought from modern data; 
and Dr. Howe, now that he has broken the ground, might 
render good service to physic if he would take them in hand. 








A Fever Facrory.—-At Clerkenwell, Edwin King, 
and other owners of property in Grosvenor-street, Essex- 
Islington, were summoned for offences against the Local 
panama Let, Several houses were in a most unhealthy 
and filthy condition, and eight of them contained 239 
During 1865, there was a very high death-rate—viz., 13 deaths 


in 16 houses. The magistrate made orders for the 
of the nuisances, and fined the defendants in various sums. 
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| possible concessions. And in the papers “which still appear 
from various members of the profession there is more and more 
evident a disposition to treat even homeopathy seriously—to 
disprove and disparage it only after the manner of scientific 
men who know the truth and have faith that it will prevail. 
There has been great advantage in this. It has secured a 
more perfect exposé of the absurdities of homeopathy, and it 
has tended to put Hauwemany in his right place as, perhaps, 
the most hugely fanciful and credulous man that ever lived. 
Fancies and false conceits in Medicine have to be made very 
plain in order to be seen through by the public. There was 
Medicine is the candour with which its own defects, and any nothing in the doctrine of Specifics which was incredible to 
merits of irregular and unrecognised systems, have been dis- | them, and there was much in it that was highly acceptable. 
cussed. It is often charged against the members of our pro- | That disease should admit of direct and positive cure, and 
fession that they do not sufficiently entertain new proposals ; | that the agents in this cure should be drugs supplied for the 
that they allow prejudice and the respect for authority and | very purpose by Providence, is the short creed of the public. 
tradition to influence them unfairly against new remedies, and | | And it will take little less than another generation to teach 
especially against new systems. It is high time to make some them what Medicine can do and what it cannot do, and there- 
qualification in this charge. Amongst the members of the fore what it should be expected to do and what it should not. 
profession who are yet considered orthodox enough to com- | As examples of the later papers in which we have seen this 
mand the high esteem of their professional brethren, will be | | disposition to argue out the subject of Homeopathy, we may 
found men who not only doubt the soundness of the most instance those of Dr. Mrryon which have appeared in our 
established lines of practice, but who venture, in their writings | own columns, and one which we have read in a colonial con- 
or in our Societies, to give bold expression to their doubts. | temporary, the Australian Medical Journal, written by Dr. 
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One of the most hopeful and creditable things in modern 





And we wish especially to say, in illustration of our open- 
ing proposition, that Homeopathy has met with a deliberate | 
and fair treatment at the hands of many of the best minds in 


the profession. It has been more seriously discussed than in- | 
trinsically it was entitled to be. There are some propositions | 


which are not worthy of serious discussion: the summary 
rejection of them on the first hearing is the right treatment 


of them. We are not sure that homeopathy, as taught by | 


HAHNEMANN, and as practised twenty years ago—nobody 
knows exactly what it is, and what its practitioners are 
doing, now,—was entitled to any better treatment by good 
sound minds than a summary rejection. But whether en- 
titled to more respect than this or not, it received it. And 
we are glad that it did so. We are glad that the soundest 
and wisest minds in the profession—those which saw soonest 
through it, and were best entitled to have summarily rejected 
it—restrained their impatience so far as to write upon it, to 
reason about it, to make all possible concessions to its advo- 
cates, and only after such treatment of it to reject it as alto- 
gether false and contemptible. Such was the treatment which 
homeopathy received at the hands of Sir Bexyamin Bropre 
and Sir Joun Fores. Sir Jonn Forses, in his important 
paper on Homeopathy, in the British and Foreign Medical 
Review for Jan. 1846, spoke thus of Hannemann :— 

‘‘Hahnemann was undoubtedly a man of genius and a 
scholar; a man of indefatigable industry, of undaunted 
energy. In the history of medicine, his name will appear in 
the same list with those of the greatest systematists and 
theorists ; unsurpassed by few in the originality and ingenuity 
of his views; superior to most in having substantiated and 
carried out his doctrine into actual and most extensive prac- 
tice. Nor will the overthrow of his system, as a system, de- 
prive him of his fame, so long as Paracelsus and Stahl and 
Silvius and Boerhaave and Brown, and the other hundred 
heroes of theoretical renown, are remembered in the schools 
of medicine.” 

In the same paper, the practice of FLetscumann of Vienna 
and Dr. Hexperson of Edinburgh was discussed, with all 


Dovean Brrp. In an early page of the paper he says :— 


“The writer has entered on the subject without known 
| prejudices, and open to conviction ; 


ae has often seen the 
| principle of ‘like cures like’ tried in practice by its sup- 

and has tried it himself, with the result of complete 
satisfaction that there is no such law governing constantly the 
effects of remedies on the animal body. ...... He is compelled 
to the conclusion that the vast superstructure reared by 
Hahnemann and his followers on this assumed law is but the 
‘ baseless fabric of a vision’—one of those huge misconceptions 
of facts that we meet with now and then in the history of the 
human mind, which almost startle us out of our belief in the 
general sanity of our fellow-men.” 

We quite agree with Dr. Birp in being startled at the fact 
that any number of educated men should have been led 
to receive the experiments and conclusions of HaAHNEMANN. 
| It will assuredly be used by future psychologists and educa- 
tionists as evidence of the education—or, may we not say, the 
uneducation !—of the century of which we boast so much. But 
we are not concerned just now much with the follies of homeo- 
pathy. This is rather a threadbare subject for which we have 
little relish remaining. What we are more concerned with is to 
rebut the charge that we do not give innovators a fair hearing, 
and their statements proper consideration. This very author 
from whom we have quoted spends twenty pages in ‘‘ experi- 
mentally considering” the subject of homeopathy; and he 
does HAHNEMANN the justice to credit him with an early spirit 
of scepticism, with abilities far above the ‘‘ average even of 
that age of remarkable men” (of whom he names Joun Hunter, 
James Wart, Bensamin Frankury, Vourarre, D’ALEMBERT, 
Apam Smiru, and others), with an industry for the collection 
of facts which no other writer on natural science (except, per- 
haps, Joun HunTER) ever possessed, and with perfectly honest 
intentions in the conduction of his experiments. 

Nothing is more important than the cultivation of this spirit 
of coolness and concession. It strengthens the friends of truth ; 
it weakens the advocates of error. There is no sounder indi- 
cation of a good judgment than the ability to make allow- 
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ances—to tolerate the wishes of men and their weaknesses, 
and to concede to all persons dissatisfied with ordinary medi- 
cine considerable right to be so, And by admitting all we can 
to the advocates of weak and wrong opinions, we take the best 
course for bringing them back to sound ones. We are not | 
called upon to meet homeopaths. This would be absurd. | 
They must take all the glory of their cures to themselves, for 
we must be allowed complete disbelief in them. This is the 
conclusion at which the most patient and respectful have 
arrived, And it is one at which most of us have come so 
rapidly and so unalterably that we cannot without an effort 
command either the time or the patience to follow the formal 
process of reasoning by which we come to it. But it is well 
that we should all make this effort. If we can do it in regard 
to homeopathy we shall have little difficulty in regard to other 
medical errors. 

We think we have made good our proposition, that there is 
abroad a spirit of candour in the medical profession leading 
our best men to acknowledge the defects of our own system, 
and to treat with scientific liberality any suggestions that 
seriously promise advantage to the public. We are glad that 
in our colonies this spirit obtains, and that there scientific 
fancies and fallacies are exposed with perfect temper and delibe- 
ration. We attach the greatest importance to the cultivation of 
this mood. For some 
time to come, it or some other fallacy is inevitable; and fewcould 
be more harmless than it is, and few more indirectly useful, 
for it affords, as far as practised upon the'strict principles of 


Homeopathy is of little consequence. 


the Organon,—which we fear is not now very far,—an oppor- 
tunity of studying the natural history of disease. If only its | 
professors had not relinquished the study of disease in their | 
eagerness to find remedies for it, so that we have ceased to 


have any more confidence in their diagnosis than we have in 





their treatment, we should be willing to take lessons from 
them as to the tendency of disease when left alone. But the | 
cultivation of pathological knowledge is no part of the genius 

of homeopathy. All we can do is to bear with it, and be | 








to such periodical outbursts of one against the other as we 
have of late years witnessed in India, the Gulf of Mexico, 
South America, New Zealand, and the Cape. It matters little 
who begins the business, the defendant becomes as eagerly 
pugnacious and exterminative as the plaintiff when once the 
gauntlet is thrown down, 

But there is one remarkable example amongst the nations of 
the globe in which, for thousands of years, a single and dis- 
tinct race has made itself an integral part of almost every 
civilized people in its more prominent features of social eco- 
nomy and progress of civilization, owning no ill-will to the 
aliens around it, living in peace with all men, and yet keeping 
distinct in physical character, and permitting of but little 
intermixture by marriage with those not of its own kind. So 
far indeed from this essentially distinct people, which has 
been shut up in itself for so many ages, being of a quarrelsome 
disposition, it may be said to be one of remarkable mildness 
and forbearance. Whatever may be the faults of the Jewish 
people—and it is of them we speak,—in all the bloodthirsty 
qualifications of mankind the Hebrew race stands forth as the 
least participator. It would scarcely smite its worst enemy ; 
whilst amongst itself, with its own people, there is exemplified 
an almost patriarchal community of feeling, noble and affec- 
tionate in the extreme. 

But whilst the Hebrew race can live at peace with all men, 
even when men most exasperate it, and whilst it becomes to a 
certain extent one in many ways with the nation upon which 
it engrafts itself, there is a line beyond which it does not go, 
but remains true to itself and shut up in its feelings entirely. 
This fact is well illustrated by a “ Report” recently issued. 
It is that of the ‘“‘ Board of Guardians for the Relief of the 
Jewish Poor from the Ist of January, 1865, to the 31st of 
December in the same year.” The Jewish public, to their 
credit be it said, have an instinctive and deep-seated natural 
aversion to allow their poor to become inmates of a work- 
house. Apart from the disregard to Jewish dietary laws which 
a residence in the workhouse entails, the well-to-do portion of 





thankful that the quackery of our day is in its effects upon | the Hebrew community feel it an outrage on that charity 
patients comparatively harmless, whatever may be the folly | which is interwoven with every precept of their religion 
and false philosophy in which it has involved members of the | not to allow their poorer brethren free support and assist- 
profession. The fancies of HAHNEMANN will go some early ance amongst their own people. Hence the ‘‘ United Syna- 
day into the same limbo which has received those of Gauxn | gogues” Fund to establish a “ Board of Guardians,” with its 
and PARAcELsvs, and it is of consequence that medical history | relief committee, its work committee, its visiting committee, 
shall have to say that they were sent there mainly by the | its medical committee, and its investigating officer. In 1863 
efforts of the almost contemporaneous expounders of medical | there were 10,105 applications for relief; in 1864, 11,192; 
truth, by whom they were at once temperately disproved and | and in 1865, 12,030. So strong is known to be the desire 
cordially rejected. | of the well-to-do Jew to keep his poor brethren out of the 
workhouse, that some badly disposed amongst the latter 

Wuen alluding to the influence of the antagonism of race | work on the natural susceptibility of the former. Cases are 
to race in the production of the recent Jamaica rebellion, we | not few where unworthy parents make either themselves or 
pointed out how difficult it was for peoples of different origin | their children inmates of a workhouse, thereby hoping to in- 
to become amalgamated in social character and civilized eco- | duce the ‘‘ Board of Guardians” to assume the charge of them, 
nomy. Here lies a difficulty as great as with their physical | and to grant them a fixed allowance. It is evidently necessary, 
aspect and conformation, in which they will ever remain dis- | then, at the present juncture, when appeals have been made 
tinct so long as they do not mix much together in marriage. | with the sole object of supporting Jews who may happen to 
And when this latter circumstance happens, a mixed breed | be found in a workhouse, that the Hebrew community gene- 
ensues, incapable of maintaining itself as a fertile established rally should be as discriminating and cautious as the “ Board 
race, but ever merging into one of its original stocks; the | of Guardians of the United Synagogues” has found it necessary 
rapidity of the return, and the selection of the parent, being to be. The Board gratefully acknowledges the liberal and 
dependent on well-known circumstances unnecessary now to | considerate spirit in which its requests are generally met by 
mention. Too often this divergency of race from race tends‘ the various parochial officers of the unions in which the 
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Jewish poor chiefly reside. During the past year it has not 
been necessary to apply to the central authority for its 
interposition on any question that arose. The Govern- 
ment measure which was introduced last year, and which 
would have enabled parishes to contribute towards the edu- 
cation of children educated at certified schools of their 
own faith, though withdrawn, may be expected to be again 
introduced this session, and, if passed, would prove an impor- 
tant boon to the Jewish members of the State. In addition 
to the latter, a large proportion of foreign Jewish poor are 
constantly being imported, and often become a heavy tax 
upon the resident race. Amongst all classes of the lower 
and poorer Hebrews, whether resident or imported, there is 
an absence of what the Report calls ‘‘ useful and profitable 
employments.” ‘The great bulk of our lower classes follow 
occupations of a most precarious nature.” Labourers, artisans, 
or skilled workmen in the various trades, are excessively rare ; 
and where one could point to a watchmaker, a bootmaker, or 
a bookbinder, here and there at long intervals, a vast company 
of cigar makers, cap and slipper makers, clothes renovators, 
itinerant glaziers, and fruit-sellers, may be noticed with regret. 
Such employments as these are naturally liable to alternations 
between constantly recurring periods of slackness and earnings 
only just sufficient to maintain the family in a greater or less 
degree of poverty. It therefore behoves those who watch over 
the bringing up of Jewish boys and girls to endeavour to place 
them in trades where the employment is more regular, and 
where there is a chance of obtaining a higher rate of emolu- 
ment. 

The report of the medical officers enters fully and ably into 
the details of the department committed to their charge. 
There is a slight increase in the number of cases of the less 
serious class of ailments. The numbers are: 


In 1863. In1864 In 1865. 
Patients visited at their own homes ... 2182 ... 2344 ... 2200 
Patients attending at the surgery ... 5602 ... 9433 ... 10,283 


The latter number implies attendances, and not necessarily 
separate cases. The proportion of deaths to sick amongst the 
in-patients has been happily small—viz., only 4-32 per cent. 





*edical Yrnotations 


“Ne quid nimis,” 


THE HUNTERIAN MUSEUM. 


Amonest the many important additions to the Museum of 
the College of Surgeons, made under the advice of Mr. Flower, 
and by his judgment, since his appointment as curator, none 
were more needed than the completion and revision of the 
collection of Entozoa, illustrating the study of the mode of pro- 
pagation, the development, and the migrations of parasitic 
animals. In large institutions of this kind the principle of 
division of labour can be most profitably employed, for no 
single pair of hands can undertake the Herculean task of 
minutely superintending the renovation of all departments of 
the collection, nor can one intelligence suffice to master the 
whole range of subjects. The Council of the College were 
fortunate, as they were well advised, in securing the services 
of our most learned jnd most zealous helminthologist, Dr. T. 
Spencer Cobbold, who has made the collection one of the most 
complete in Europe, and the catalogue of which is now before 
us, published for the College by Hardwicke. The result is, 








as the prefatory note states, that, whereas the collection for- 
merly comprised one hundred preparations in a bad condition, 
it now embraces exactly two hundred in a good state of pre- 
servation, and properly described. 

Upon looking over the new catalogue, we notice, amongst 
other novelties, a series of dissections of Strongylus gigas. 
These have been made out of old materials, and illustrate 
some important and disputed points connected with the ana- 
tomy of this worm. Some writers have denied this species to 
be ‘‘ human” in any sense; but No. 19 was taken post mortem, 
and appears to be well authenticated. 

In so large a series we can only very briefly mention some 
of the more remarkable and interesting specimens. Of rare 
forms, there are Fasciola gigantea, Distoma crassum, D. varie- 
gatum, Amphistoma subtriquetrum, Prosthecosacter minor and 
P. convolutus, Tenia lamelligera, Pentastoma Wedlii, and 
Bothriocephalus omphalodes. The males of Spherularia, in- 
festing the bee, recently discovered by Sir John Lubbock, are, 
with the aid of a pocket lens, readily seen sexually attached 
to their respective females. The specimens of the Guinea 
worm (Dracunculus) are very fine, as are also the closely 
allied Filaria papillosa and F. horrida, To the profession, 
however, the three new specimens of 7'richina spiralis, and 
the remarkable series of tapeworm-larve reared by experiment 
in a calf, will prove the most interesting. Most of the hydatids 
belonging to the Hunterian collection remain in the patho- 
logical department ; but several are put up in this series to 
render it complete in itself. 

In mounting the specimens, Dr. Cobbold has introduced 
several useful novelties, one of the most striking of which 
consists in the employment of watch-glasses drilled at the 
sides, and attached by silk to vertical sheets of mica. The 
smaller forms of cystic entozoa are thus displayed to great 
advantage. Every donation (and there are many) appears to 
have been carefully acknowledged. 


THE PRUDHOE CONVALESCENT HOME. 


In some connexion with the excellent infirmary of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne there has been for a few years a Convalescent 
Home at Marsden, near South Shields. Independently of the 
infirmary, however, a considerable number of sickly poor have 
been sent to the sea-side, and restored by its bracing breezes. 
In the year ending March, 1865, 173 inmates were admitted 
into the Home at Marsden. And in the year just ending, as 
many as 200 have been admitted. The Home is really so ad- 
mirable as a charity that we may give our readers the follow- 
ing particulars of the 173 patients that found admission in the 
year ending in March, 1865:—35 were free patients from the 
Newcastle Infirmary, 40 were admitted on the recommendation 
of subscribers, and 58 were admitted who paid 7s. a week during 
their stay. The hospitals of larger and more unhealthy towns— 
and, by the way, we are sorry to see Newcastle getting into 
bad company in the Registrar's weekly returns—must soon be 
considered very incomplete without some home of this kind to 
which patients recovering from severe operations or illnesses 
can be sent. It may turn out that the rate of convalescence 
may be so quickened as to make the plan even economical, 
as it is highly philanthropic. 

It is found that the Marsden Home is too small, and the 
committee has been casting about for another site. A happy 
idea occurred to the promoters of this charity—to make the’ 
new building at once efficient and ornamental of the coast, 
and a tribute to the memory of the late illustrious Duke of 
Northumberland. They have selected a site somewhat to the 
north of the present Home, near Whitley. The district is a 
very wealthy and thriving one. This fact, taken in connexion 
with the goodness of the cause, will ensure the success of the 

And if there be any insufficiency in these con- 
siderations, it will be more than made up by the influence 
of the example of Sir William Armstrong’s splendid liberality 
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cand by the appeal to the deep sentiment of regard for the 
‘noble Duke, the monuments of whose pious munificence abound 
‘in the neighbourhood of the proposed Home, Sir William 
Armstrong has subscribed £1000 already, and will give £1000 
more if a third £1000 be added by existing subscribers. Sir 
William probably thinks—and he is right—that it is a fine 
way of enhancing one’s own enjoyment of the sea-side to en- 
-able the weakly poor “‘ to go to the sea-side” too. The scheme 
is worthy both of success and imitation. 


VENESECTION IN ITALY. 


We are happy to learn, from the best authority, that the 
detailed statement which was circulated as to the bleeding of 
the late Mr. Gibson, the distinguished sculptor, in Rome, 
during his last illness, and the circumstances collaterally asso- 
ciated in the paragraph alluded to, were alike incorrect. The 
friends of Mr. Gibson will be glad to hear that he was under 
the care of an able English physician, Dr. Topham, M.D. of 
the University of London, formerly a distinguished student of 
University College Hospital, and subsequently for many years 
physician to the Wolverhampton Infirmary. We have received 
the following details from Dr. Topham :— 


» **T was called to Mr. Gibson within ten minutes of his seizure. 
He was then seated on a chair in front of his unfinished group 
of Theseus and the Robber, —— and hemiplegic. I im- 
mediately sent one of his workmen for a flask of the best wine 
that he could procure, after drinking a portion of which Mr. 
Gibson rallied ; and the first words he spoke were (raising his 
hitherto paralysed right hand, and pointing to the wet clay 
before him), ‘Now I feel that I could ord again.’ From 
that moment to the time of his death I was in constant attend- 
ance upon him, and the whole of my treatment was restorative. 
The beef-tea, broth, and other nutritious food he had, were all 
prepared in my own house, and were sent to him by me. 

“On the second day of my patient’s illness a lady pupil of 
Mr. Gibson requested me to — with a eae oo hysician 
practising in Rome. This gentleman proposed bleeding, and 
the giving of cathartics, to be followed by the edulaieieation 
of tincture of arnica—all of which I strenuously objected to; 
but, at his earnest request, I consented to have leeches applied 
behind the left ear. TJ'hree leeches only were used, and this 
was all the blood abstracted during the ~ Saag 

**So ones rooted, ee a. commie viction of the 
mecessity for venesection im u inds of some of 
Mr. Gibson’s friends, that a aes sent to London, 
without my moana inquiring whether the opposite plan 

~of treatment pursued by me was correct. Amongst the argu- 
ments I to justify myself in the minds of the anxious 
friends who were tending the sick bed of the great sculptor 
was the ing to them the very passage quoted by you from 
the ‘Clinique Médicale’ of M. Trousseau—an admirable work, 
which I ava glad to find has been translated into the English 


bv No Italian physician ever saw Mr. Gibson during his last 





CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT. 


Ir is with pleasure we see that Lord Clarence Paget has 
introduced into the House of Commons a measure intended to 
give effect to some of the recommendations of the Committee 
appointed to inquire into the treatment and prevention of 
venereal diseases in the Army and Navy. The main provisions 


of this Bill are to provide for the regular inspection of known 


prostitutes in garrison towns, without that process of informa- 
tion which was required under the previous Act. A surgeon 
will be appointed by Government for the purpose, and will be 
provided with the necessary powers for sending to Lock hos- 
pitals all women found to be diseased, either with primary 
venereal affection or constitutional syphilis; and for retaining 
them there until cured or restored to their friends. These 
were the first and most pressing recommendations of the Com- 
mittee ; they are those which in the name of the medical pro- 
fession we may emphatically endorse as highly useful and tho- 
‘roughly practicable. Some persons may be disposed to anti- 











cipate opposition to such a measure from the unfortunate 
women themselves ; but the evidence taken before the Com- 
mittee shows that such anticipations would be ill-founded. Out 
of 752 informations laid under the last Aet, all but six of the 
womer attended voluntarily, The evidence of Sir H. Storks 
showed that the registration and inspection of prostitutes had 
almost banished venereal disease from the islands of Corfu, 
Zante, and Cephalonia; and Mr. Inglott spoke almostas strongly 
as to its good effects in Malta, Dr. Dickson in Hong Kong, 
and other witnesses as to other stations. Of course efficient 
Lock hospitals must be provided; and we believe that the 
inspection of the soldiers, under limitations and with a proper 
classification, would also be a most salutary and proper arrange- 
ment in those garrison towns where the Act is carried out. 





“DENATURALIZATION.” 

Tre quality of vitality seems to be a subject of discussion 
| amongst veterinarians as well as amongst ourselves. They are 
| divided as to whether cattle, as fed and treated now-a-days, 
are as healthy and sound as they were before the free-trade 
| measures. We are often reminded by the plaintive lamenta- 
| tions over the doings of free trade of Addison’s fine old Tory 
| foxhunter, who was of opinion that there had been no fine 
weather since the Revolution. Still we must face the facts of 
this free-trade time as compared with the preceding, and one 
of these is a greatly increased mortality amongst cattle. Prior 
| to 1842, Professor Gamgee states in a letter to the Pall-mall 

Gazette, the mortality amongst stock in this country never 
| exceeded two per cent., if it ever attained that figure. Since 
| then the mortality has doubled or quadrupled. The ques- 
| tion is, is this due to a degeneration in the stock arising 
| from the present remarkable system of feeding or rather fat- 
tening them, or to other causes? Prof. Gamgee unhesitatingly 
acquits the present system of feeding cattle of any blame in 
this matter, and attributes the increased mortality to conta- 
gious plagues, for the most part imported. Fifty per cent. of 
this increased mortality has been due to one single imported 
di pleuro-p ia. The other fatal plagues are the 
foot and mouth disease, small-pox in sheep, and rinderpest. 
One good result of the cattle plague will be to convince our 
statesmen of the necessity of measures for ing the im- 
portation of these diseasee. Agreeing in the main with Pro- 
fessor Gamgee as to the cause of the increased mortality of 
stock, we should be more disposed than he seems to be to 
question the wisdom of fattening our cattle to the extent of 
the present fashion. 








ELECTION OF RESIDENT MEDICAL OFFICER TO 
THE CHARTERHOUSE. 


Tere are few prizes in the profession for surgeons in 
general practice. With the exception of appointments to the 
borough and county gaols, and those under the Factory Act, 
it is difficult to name any worth obtaining. It is surely no 
prize to acquire a Poor-law union: on the contrary, that is often 
a loss to its possessor. The resident medical officer of the 
Charterhouse has, we believe, from the foundation of that 
establishment, been a surgeon in general practice. It is one 
of the few appointments worth competing for, and it has 
usually been heartily contested. In the election which took 
place on the 14th ultimo there were originally eighteen candi- 
dates, of whom one did not go to the poll. Of the remaining 
seventeen, two were army surgeons, one was a retired general 
practitioner and militia surgeon, two were physicians, and the 
rest were surgeons in general practice. The choice fell upon 
Mr. C, R. Nicoll, surgeon of the 1st Battalion of the Grenadier 
Guards. Mr. Nicoll, who, we believe, lis an able and ac- 
complished surgeon, had nearly completed his twenty-five 
years’ service, and was on full pay at the time of his election. 
Now as the duties to be performed by the resident medical 
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officer are peculiarly those of a general practitioner—he heving 
to attend eight hundred old men and about sixty boys, and 
having furthermore to dispense the necessary medicines for 
their ailments,—some questions of moment present themselves 
with regard to the selection made by the governors of the 
Charterhouse. Would many years spent in the army medical 
service prove a good training for such an appointment? Is it 
strictly legal for an army surgeon on full pay to be appointed 
to such an office? Is it consistent with the bye-laws of the 
College of Surgeons for a Fellow of that corporation to dispense 
medicine for his patients? Whatever replies may be given to 
these interrogatories, one fact is certain, anc it has a peculiar 
bearing on the present case: surgeons in general practice are 
not allowed to compete with army and navy surgeons for their 
home and other appointments. 


WORKHOUSE NURSES AND ST. PANCRAS 
GUARDIANS. 


THE inquiry into the circumstances under which an infant 
still living and moving was ‘‘ bandaged” beneath the chin and 
**laid out” for dead at St. Pancras Workhouse has ended in 
the establishment of the fact alleged. The circumstance is 
one which will not astonish those who are acquainted in any 
degree with the interior of these houses. Nor will the colla- 
teral facts, of however painful significance, be unexpected. 
The whole case illustrates exactly the standard which guar- 
dians consider perfection, and which we agree to be the per- 
fection of varnished inhumanity. The state of things at 


St. Pancras is this. There are 232 infirmary patients—serious 
eases of sickness ; 746 inmates, a great number of whom are 
ill and under constant medical care ; and 116 insane, including 
an unsual number of acute cases—a small asylum ; besides this 
there is a lying-in department of considerable extent, and two 


nurseries crammed with children.* Two medical officers are 
expected to do the whole duty of this great establishment. 
Our Commissioners reported, after visiting this house, that 
these officers were extravagantly overworked by the sick de- 
partment only, even if they had no insane or lying-in depart- 
ment to attend to. We cannot therefore affect to be surprised 
that it is proved that the medical officer had not visited the 
nursery for several days. The “‘ paid nursing” at St. Pancras, 
infinitely superior as it is to what it is at most other houses, in- 
cludes one superintendent nurse and midwife for abou. 150 

and children—with only paupers to help her. 
So that the poor child may have got its wine, or may not, and 
certainly did not get any treatment, and lingered on as it 
might through its last illness, and was ‘‘laid out” for dead a 
few hours before it died. Whether it got its wine or not is of 
course extremely uncertain. On that subject we could tell 
the authentic story of a pauper nurse who got extra gin 
ordered for a dying patient that she might steal it, and not 
knowing how to steal it after the bottle had been put under 
the pillow, made a mustard plaster for the purpose of lifting 
the dying man, clapping the plaster on his back with one 
hand and stealing the gin with the other. St. Pancras claimed 
noisily at the meeting to be a pattern of good management. 
It is better than many of its neighbours, but how bad that is 
the world can now judge, not from our reports alone, but 
from the inexorable logic of facts. 


LOCAL MUSEUMS. 

THe amount of information which may be drawn from the 
survey of common objects differs, as we all know, in almost 
direct ratio with the instruction and cultivation of the indivi- 
dual. But probably few of us have attempted a systematic, 
simple, and practical training to observation for ourselves aud 
our neighbours after the approved and neighbourly fashion of 


* See Report of Tux Laycer Sanitary Commission, Dec, 3rd, 1865. 








the good people of Wimbledon. They have. appealed to that 
love of collecting and hoarding which is an instinct we share 
with the lower animals, although we may convert it to higher 
purposes. They have established for themselves—and through 
their treasurer, Mr. Toynbee, F.R.S., suggest that others 
should establish—a local museum illustrating the mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms—the geology and fauna— 
within a radius of five miles from the parish church. A scheme 
is given of committee, museum superintendent (who distri- 
butes museum papers and labels, and keeps a catalogue of the 
objects), and museum collectors. Collections at first are kept 
at the houses of the collectors, and labeled systematically. 
Meetings are held in some suitable room every few weeks ; 
these grow into friendly gatherings—the rich man and the 
artizan meeting at each other’s houses, with feelings of mutual 
respect, friendship, and independent union. In a handy little 
book entitled ‘‘ Local Museum Notes,” as also in another 
headed ‘“‘ Hints on the Formation of Local Museums,” both 
published by Hardwicke, Mr. Toynbee gives lists of the objects 
which may be collected, and hints for keeping them. For 
example :— 
(a)—Tue Minerat Kinepom. 
COLLECTOR : 
Name 


Address 


(This department may be illustrated by collecting specimens 
of the surface-soil, different kinds of peat, clay, sand, loam, 
gravel, &c. ; also specimens of fossils, stones, slates, minerela, 
metals, coal, &c.; and their uses, or probable uses, pointed 
out.) 

(6)—Tue Veertraste Kinepom. 
COLLECTOR : 
Name 


Address _ “ 


(A collection should be made of the leaves of all of 
plants in the district, evergreen and deciduous ; a series made 
Setmeenio teas the exact sizes ; a series show- 


wee in the leaves from the bud to the f 
ielctens leaves “yee. of Jeaves ; leaves bored by —s : 
series showing the colours of leaves, &e. ) 

This is so useful and acceptable a scheme—one whiel 
country practitioners will so heartily appreciate, and in many 
instances so ably direct—that many will be glad to have beem 
made acquainted with these ‘* Notes” and ‘‘ Hints.” 


BLOOD.STAINS ON WEAPONS. 


MEDICO-LEGAL authorities are yet some removes from that 
perfection of discrimination which will enable them to pro- 
nounce dogmatically on supposed blood-stains on weapons. It 
is not always easy to say with certainty whether a stain is 
blood or something quite different from blood, such as oxide of 
iron or citrate of iron. And when it is possible to decide that 
the stain is a blood-stain it is not always possible to decide 
whether the blood is human blood or that of an animal. We 
append the evidence of Dr. Herapath in a recent trial—the 
case of the Mountain Ash murder at the Clamorganshire 
Spring Assizes. Its chief interest lies in the fact that the 
chemical and microscopical tests of the presence of blood were 
supplemented by the spectral test. We believe this is the 
first criminal trial in which the microspectroseope has beem 
employed in determining the nature of doubtful stains. It is 
well to have a variety of tests, so that one may correct or 
confirm the other. 

Dr. Herapath, it will be seen, showed by a combination of 
tests that the stains were blood-stains, but was not able to aver 
positively that the blood was human blood. His evidence, how- 
ever, was of great importance taken in connexion with the other 
facts of the case, and with the similar evidence of Mr. Brown. 
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The positive testimony of both gentlemen as to the sanguineous 
character of the stains, and the opinion of Dr. Herapath as to 
the human character of the blood-globules were most respect- 
fully alluded to by the presiding judge. The following is the 
evidence in full :— 


“Dr. Bird Herapath sworn: I am a Fellow of the Royal 
Societies of London and Edinburgh. I practise as analytical 
chemist and also physician. The hatchet produced was given 
me by Mr. Wrenn and I carefully examined it, On the 
metallic portion I did not find any marks upon which I could 
rely. I removed the handle and experimented on thin slices 
of wood which I took from underneath the metallic ring. I 
examined those sections with a mic and rte the 
majority of the stains were due to oxide of iron ; some of them 
showed clotted blood—in some cases the woody portions had 
been infiltrated with the colouring matter of blood changed 
by the action of water. On some of the sections of the handle 
1 found globules of blood, and by the micrometer I measured 
the size of those globules. I placed a section of the handle in 
a glass cell in which there was a fluid medium, and the blood 
globules floated off into the cell, and by the measurement of 
these I could determine the size of the globules therein con- 
tained. These globules were exactly the same size as some 
globules from dried human blood which I purposely procured, 
and tested with the same apparatus in the same way. Finding 
this evidence of blood to be small, I obtained more numerous 
sections of the coloured surface of the handle of the hatchet, 
immersed them in distilled water and obtained thereby a 
slightly coloured solution, which, after filtering, was ready for 
chemical tests, and for optical examination by the micro- 
spectroscope. I subjected this fluid to the action of light, and 
it had undoubtedly the properties peculiar to a solution of 
blood. Wien a solution of was examined in this instru- 
ment (instrument here produced) the fluid absorbed some of 
the rays of light, and thus altered the spectrum or rainbow. 

yithin the green and on the border of the yellow rays two 
dark absorption bands were produced by the biood fluid. Only 
one other substance would produce two dark bands—that is 
cochineal dissolved in ammonia, but the position of the two 
bands was different. The spectroscope alone would not enable 
me to readily distinguish between the two, but combined with 
«hemical examination it would satisfactorily do so. From this 
#ptical test I was satisfied that the sections of the hatchet had 
een stained with blood—and by chemical analysis I also de- 
monstrated it was blood. The combination of the three tests 
5 that the substance on the hatchet must have been 


** Cross-examined : I should not like to say that the stains 
avere those of human blood, but my opinion is that they were.” 


COMPOUND ANASTHETICS. 


Tae method of inducing anesthesia by mixed anwsthetics, 
introduced by Mr. Robert Ellis, and described by him in a 
wecent number of Tur Lancet, is opportune to the present 
feelings of the profession. The utility of ether and alcohol as 
stimulant anesthetics in combination or alternation with 
chloroform, commends itself to our experience. Mr. Ellis has 
now practised anesthesia by this compound or alternate 
anesthetic with great success in a number of cases. From a 
ecnyersation reported at the Obstetrical Society between Dr. 
Greenhalgh and Dr. Ernest Sansom, we gather that they both 
approve of such a combination or alternation after employing 
it, and Dr. Sansom is an eminent authority on chloroform. 
The perfecting of general anzsthesia and of local anesthesia 
is being earnestly prosecuted, and Ur. Richardson and Mr. 
Ellis can hardly give their energies and abilities to a more 
useful inquiry. 


THE ARMY AND NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Lorp Harrttncton’s reply to Colonel North is highly suspi- 
cious. It has been rumoured, and even more than rumoured 
‘by persons having access to head quarters, that the feeling of 
the Horse Guards is hostile to the report, and that if a good 
number of candidates could be obtained the recommendations 
of the Committee might be slighted. The anticipation of an 





immediate concession, which the distinct pledges of Lord 
Clarence Paget had confirmed, has brought forward a good 
supply of candidates; and if the War Office should decline to 
concede the privileges recommended, they will have been very 
prettily trapped. Lord Hartington’s answer was simply eva- 
sive: it shelved the question altogether. ‘‘ The report had 
only lately been received; no decision had been arrived at; 
the Admiralty must be communicated with.” All of which 
means, we fear, that the Horse Guards will stop all it can. 
But we protest by anticipation against any paring-down of 
these recommendations. They are fair, cautious, and carefully 
considered. We are prepared to accept them as a sufficient 
and just measure; not too liberal, certainly, but as much as 
could be wisely recommended, we believe, having regard to 
the pay of the combatant ranks. But if this is to be minimized 
and pared, top-and-tailed, or bisected, the dissatisfaction will 
be as strong as ever, and the distrust of the authorities more 


. confirmed. 


THE PHARMACOPCIA BRITANNICA. 


Last week we spoke of the Pharmacopeeia, and recalled 
attention to the resolution of the Medical Council requiring 
the proofs to be circulated amongst the councillors a month 
before the meeting. From what we can learn of the present 
state of affairs, this will be impossible; and it could not by 
any exertions now be forwarded to that extent. This delay 
is much to be regretted. It would not be right for us to anti- 
cipate the statement of ‘‘ unavoidable circumstances,” including 
the regrettable indisposition of one of the editors, which have 
brought about the delay, All this, or so much of it as it is 
thought right to disclose, will probably be stated to the 
Council. There is some hope that the work will be ready by 
the date of meeting, although not one month before it; and 
the arrangements for publication will need to be made at the 
approaching meeting. 





PROFESSOR HUXLEY’S LECTURES AT THE 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


Tue account of the whalebone whales (Balenoidea) being 
finished, Professor Huxley, in his seventh lecture, treats of 
the toothed whales, Delphinoidea. The common characters 
which distinguish them from the former are (in addition to the 
armature of the mouth) that (1) the anterior ribs unite with 
the bodies of the vertebrx, not by ligament only, but by a 
regular articulation; (2) the sternum is narrower and more 
composite ; (3) several true ribs are connected with it by means 
of sternal ribs or cartilages; (4) the maxillaries overlap the 
frontals to a greater extent, and the nasals are rudimentary 
and unsymmetrical ; (5) the rami of the mandibie are straight, 
and with a more or less elongated symphysis ; (6) there is a 
single spiracular aperture; (7) the olfactory nerves are quite 
rudimentary; (8) the larynx is exceedingly elongated. The 
common porpoise serves well as a type, because it may fre- 
quently be obtained, the eagerness with which it pursues the 
herring often leading to its capture. 

In its form the ise resembles the C'etacea already 
deseri especiall the Bolenapteridim, on is bas a doceal fin ; 
but the head is oa one-fifth or one-sixth the length of the 
body, and it may be distinguished at a distance, from any 
member of the first sub-order, by the fact of its sending forth 
but a single column of expired air and vapour. This is owing 
to the blowhole being single—in the form of a curved slit, con- 
vex backwards. The porpoise is even more hairless than the 
whalebone whale, there being only a very few hairs about the 
mouth in the foetus or in very young individuals. The skeleton, 
pie ten cane eee 
the form of the 
being the mambo ddoept that the whale of the i Vertebre 
become anchylosed together, th this character is by no 
means common to the whole of Delphinoidea. As has 
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been said, the heads of the anterior ribs articulate with the 
bodies of the vertebra, but each one joins the body of the 
vertebra next in front, and not that to the transverse process 
of which its tubercle is articulated. Moreover, there are 
ossified sternal ribs. The skull is still more i in 


nara 
very high and broad, and there is an ossified falx. cham- 


hae tap the cantieal Remieeleapentatmein bark neediaanine on | 


that. for the cerebellum, and in its front wall there is a large 
i i the cribriform one, but has not 
its perforations. The turcica is very faintly marked, but 
the basioccipital sends down a on each side, 
which assists in bounding the chamber for the audi organ. 
The occipital segment of the skull is enormous, and 
great interparietal, which early unites with the supraoccipital, 
and which (joining the f ) separates the parietals from 
each other. The next segment is half aberted, i i 
being small and flat, and the parietals tapering upw: i 
out joining. The nasals are very small and are ey age, 
and almost join the interparietal. Between the frontals and 
the maxille, which overlap them, there is, on each side, a 
canal, which ends blindly in front, but posteriorly communi- 
cates with the Eustachian tube; and another extends back 


periotic is loosely connected with the skull. The 
very small and slender, and anchylosed to the 
mandible is ight, and has a small coronoid process. 
There are five digits to the limb, two of them have more 
Seivis tothe ae ex y The rudimentary 
vis is horizon’ placed, corpora cavernosa are 
attached to them. The myology of the porpoise i ially 
remarkable for the vast development of the i car- 
nosus, which invests the entire surface of the body, from the 
occiput and mandible to the tail. Portions of it are i 
into the humerus, and pectoral fin is mainly set in motion 
y eae It is not, however, by an i 
of these fins that locomotion is e is bei 


been 
at 
seven 
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YORK UNION. 


The following official reply of the Poor-law Board has been 
addressed to the York Board of Guardians, on the subject of 
the matters at issue between them, to which we have already 
alluded. 

[cory.] 
Poor-law Board, Whitehall, March 17th, 1966. 

Sre,—I am directed by the Poor-law Board to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 6th inst., and of the Report 
of the Finance Committee of the York Union, which was 
enclosed in it. 

T am directed to state that the observations in that Report 
on the subject of the classification of the inmates of the work- 


| officer, the imbecile and nastio petiante were inclaied together 
| with a large number of aged infirm persons. These c 
| are not usually placed in the iafirmary, nor, though many of 
| them may require, from time to time, the attention of the 
| medical officer, do they demand such constant and daily 
| attendance and care as those who are actually suffering from 
| Under these circumstances, and having regard to the fact 
| that a considerable portion of the infi is not yet furnished 
| or occupied, the Board thought the G ians were 
| in proposing so and immediate an increase in the medical 
officer's salary. They observe, however, from the Report of 
| the Finance Committee, that this question has been long and 
—T considered by the Gassdons, and that they do not 
| think they would be justified in offering a less sum to the 
medical officer. The that the Guardians should 
| not propose to supply the medicines required for the work- 
| house, an arrangement which has been found beneficial in 
| other workhouses, and is, so far as regards the supply of ex- 
| pensive medicines, in accordance with the Resolution of the 
| Committee of the House of Commons; but, as they have as 
| yet laid down no positive regulation on the subject, the Board 
| will not at present interfere with the existing ement of 
| the Guardians. Neither will the Board offer any further ob- 
| jection to the payment of the proposed salary of £120 to the 


| medical officer for the existing year; at the expiration of it 


- | the question may be again considered by the Guardians. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) ENFiep, Secretary. . 
H. Brearey, Esq., Clerk to the Guardians of the York Union, York. 


[cory. } 
Poor-law Board, Whitehall, March 17th, 1966. 

Str,—I am directed by the Poor-law Board to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 6th inst., transmitting to them 
a — ent “4 the Finance = Nag ene of oo York Union, 

er with a copy e Report from Mr. North, the 
medical officer of the workhouse. 

The Board have already informed the Guardians, im a 
letter of this day’s date, that they had no intention to interfere 
in regard to the classification of the inmates of the workhouse; 
but, on the question of the arrangements for the 
lunatic and im i i 


egal 
y who 
eare as a lunatic asylum can alone 
for the lunatics speuaniaiiey ta: the main bed Li 
and not in the infirmary ; but if in the infirmary of the Yor 
fan See St eee sees Ge Sams, 0 we on Ser the 
sick, there can be no objection to their bei ve They om 

Ths duty of the mola) effioee in to etteal all the inmates 
of the workhouse who may require medical advice, in what- 
ever of the building they may be placed, and his duty is 
not, ore, varied by the occupation of any particular ward 
by this unfortunate class of inmates. 

With regard to the question of diet, the suggestions of 
Dr. Smith were made solely with the view to promote the 
comfort and health of the inmates of the workhouse and the 
economical use of the stores. These are objects of undoubted 
im and the advice of Dr. Smith, who has paid much 
attention to the subject, is entitled to the greatest weight. 

If the food given to the inmates is such as many of them 
will not eat, not only is much waste occasioned, but the health 
of the inmates may be injured by the want of sufficient nour- 
ishment. The Board do not think it necessary to enter into 
details on this subject, but they wish to state that their 
inspector had no intention to recommend the substitution of 
skim for new milk, but only to point out how the skim milk 
already in use for some of the children could be rendered more 
nutritious. The Board fully approve of the alterations which 
have been made by direction of the Guardians in the dietary. 

As to the accommodation for vagrants, it deserves the con- 
sideration of the Guardians whether more convenient premises 
in the town of York should not be provided, in lieu of those 
now in use. 

The Board only think it necessary to add that Dr. Smith. 
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; tion ; and that it shows well (and, perhaps, in a more conelu- 
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has reported favourably on the general state of the workhouse, 
which he found to be in order, and that he did not | 
impugn the conduct of the medical officer or the master or any 
other officer. The Board do not doubt that the services of the 
medical officer have been such as ioe to justify the confidence 
which the guardians repose in him ; but no length or efficiency 
of service on his can relieve him from the necessity of 
receiving with proper deference any suggestions in relation to 
his duties which may be made to him by the guardians or 
this Board. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Enrrevp, Secretary. 
H. Brearey, Esq., Clerk to the Guardians of the York Union, York. 











| 


Correspondence. | 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


THE CASE OF THE LATE DR. WHEWELL. 
To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Srr,—In that very interesting, exact, and graphic descrip- | 
tion of Dr. Whewell’s accident and illness, and of the exami- | 
nation after death, which Dr. Humphry records in Toe Lancer 
of the 17th inst., it is especially noted that the accident was 
followed (in addition to other symptoms) by motor paralysis 
of the left arm and hand, and of the lower — of the left side 
of the face; whilst it is also stated that ‘‘ there was no loss of 
power in the lower limb or the u part of the face.” On 

mortem investigation, the cere ventricles were found 
to contain bloody fluid, the blood having escaped from a rent 
“in aes Pa ; of a right tr nae on 
region e not presentin, an o - 
terior.” epiuais een nah anal aceeed. 7 “89 | 
— ren draws attention to - > peneatie sama 

ice ** e paral was so sli partial, 
the lesion of the ciocwen so ae and in so important a 


Many of your readers conversant with the literature of cere- 
iology and logy will remember that formerly it 

i authority of Foville, Serres, Bouillaud, 

and others, that disease of the 8 striatum and neighbour- 
ing parts of the anterior lobe of the brain produced paralysis 
of motion in the lower limb, whilst disease of the optic thala- 
mus produced paralysis of the upper limb, of the opposite side. 
And from these supposed facts it was inferred that the corpora 
striata and optic thalami ided, as it were, over the lower 
and upper limbs respectively. I would in these few lines ven- 
ture ad a out that the case of Dr. Whewell, in which the 
cerebral injury was as limited and as uncomplicated as could 
possibly be desired, is very instructive in relation to this ques- 


either any other cal 

or any experiment or artificial mutilation of animals 
) that the above view is utterly untenable. And I 
that the case may be looked upon as a useful 


and crucial manner than 
do 


sive 
pm 
would 


addition to other facts and oe re en 


ing the results arrived at by And: emand, Longet, 
and others, in opposition to the authorities above quoted. 
Lam, Sir, yours obediently, 
Joun W. Oarz, M.D. 
Upper Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, March 17th, 1866, 





THE NEW INSTRUMENT FOR FLEXIONS OF 
THE UTERUS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—In your last number there appeared a very carefully- 
worded letter from Dr. Robert Greenhalgh, referring to an in- 
strument delineated and described in my paper, ‘‘On Extreme 
Flexions of the Uterus” (THe Lancer, Feb. 24th). This letter 
was calculated to convey to your readers the impression—Ist. 
That my instrument ‘‘ closely resembled in principle and con- 
struction” a contrivance which Messrs. Weiss made at Dr. 
Greenhalgh’s suggestion two years ago. 2nd. That the in- 
struments were intended for cases of identically the same kind. 
3rd. That I had deliberately and knowingly ap i and 
described as new what Dr. Robert Greenhalgh previously 





invented and introduced. 


Dr. Greenhalgh is certainly accurate in one statement. When 
I showed him my instrument a few days prior to your —— 
tion of my , he remarked that he considered he de- 
vised what om of the same kind, and referred me to the recent 


| work of Dr. Marion Sims for its description. 


By the courtesy of Dr. Sims I am enabled to submit to your 
ers that identical engraving to 
which Dr. Greenhalgh refers as evi- 
dence of my piracy. 

It happens that Dr. Greenhalgh, in 
his note to you, omitted to mention that 
his instrument had been described and 
exhibited as having for its sole object 
the dilatation of a cervix uteri pre- 
viously incised with the hysterotome, 
and that it has nothing whatever to do 
with flexions of the uterus, which 


| formed the subject of my communica- 


tion, This may aj somewhat dis- 
ingenuous ; but I Rove no doubt Dr. 
Greenhalgh had good reason for the 
omission. 

If, as Dr. Marion Sims explains, 
‘* this instrument can only be used after 
an incision of the cervix, or dilatation 
of it by a sponge or sea-tangle tent,” it 
is evident that no prudent practitioner 
would think of employing it in an ordi- 
nary case of uterine flexion. I believe 
that the hysterotome is now-a-days 


employed very indiscriminately; but it 
Satyr conceivable that anyone would 
be so foolhardy as deliberately to slit 
up the neck of a flexed uterus and brave 
the attendant risks for the mere pur- 
pose of introducing an instrument of 
unproved efficacy. The ‘numerous 
medical men in public and private prac- 
tice in this country and on the Conti- 
nent” to whom Dr. Greenhalgh refers, 
have, I presume, merely adopted his 
little device as a means of keeping patulous the cervix uteri 
after division. This is the only purpose described by any of 
the authorities he quotes, there being no mention of its ever 
having been em in a case of flexion of the uterus. The 
instrument of Dr. Aveling is adapted for the same cases as 


that of Dr. G . ere is really nothing new in the 
Satna dele cna isch who first employed 
it for dilatation of the cervix. 

I never saw Dr. bmg os instrument before the pub- 
lication of his letter in Tue Lancet; being satisfied, by Dr. 
Marion — description, = it differed in construction, in 
princi: in purpose from my intra-uterine pessary for 
Eentote of the uterus. An examination of the instrument has 

this opinion. 

The 2. poe Sees by me was actually devised 
for the relief of a chronic retroflexion, where the suffering had 
been of long continuance, and every known means had been 
previously resorted to. 1 carefully searched th all the 
records, but found nothing to help me. I personally investi- 
gated the most recent instruments in the stores of three emi- 
nent makers—Maw, Coxeter, and Savigny. Failing to find 
what I required, I devised the instrument described Baten | 
ye decane for the considerations therein detai 

e lady wore the instrument for two several periods, the first 
time for six, the second for nine days, without experiencing 
any inconvenience. She is now three months advanced in 
pregnancy, and may therefore be considered as cured. Her 
previous sufferi bees retroflexion and its consequences had 
continued for four years and a half. 

I then availed myself of an apetaty to submit the in- 
strument to the first living authority on such matters, the 

resent learned President of the Obstetrical Society. Dr. 

es failed to recognise any resemblance between my instru- 
ment and those ly devised for relief of uterine flexions, 
and advised my bringing it under the notice of the profession. 
‘* Having mentioned these few facts” (I quote Dr. ype. 
own words), ‘‘I leave your readers to draw their own infer- 
ence,” Yours obediently, 
street, Portman-square, evry G. Wricnrr. 


March, 1866. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Str, —It is certain that the ‘‘ expanding stem” of Dr. Green- 
halgh, the ‘‘ spring pessary” of Dr. Wright, and my “ spring 
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tent,” are alike in principle; but by neither of us, I believe, 
was this principle first invented. For last summer I saw, in a 
drawer in the small room adjoining Sir J. Simpson’s ward in the 
Edinburgh Infirmary, a spring tent similar aoe Se 
mentioned. I could learn nothing about it, except that it 
been there a long time. Perhaps these few lines may draw 
the attention of your readers to the subject, and someone may 
be able to give us the history of this discarded but interesting 
little instrument. ; 

The instrument-maker tells me that he made my first 
‘* spring tent” early in 1864. 

prety I a your obedient servant, 

Sheffield, March 20th, 1866. J. H. Avecine, M.D. 





THE PHYSIOLOGY OF THE LUNGS, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Sir,—It is far from my wish to raise any captious objections 
to the conclusions which any physiological writer may put 
forth as the result of his observations; and I would much 
prefer cordially to agree and corroborate him where I could 
conscientiously do so ; and it is a matter of sincere regret that 
I feel it incumbent on me now to enter a protest against some 
statements made by Dr. Waters in a paper read before the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society on Dec. 12th, 1865, and published 
in Tue Lancer on Dec. 23rd, and to which my attention has 
only just been drawn. 

Dr. Waters states that “‘ the true respiratory portion of the 
lungs consists of a series of air-sacs, situated at the extremity 
of each bronchial tube.” This, to begin with, is far from a 
correct statement. If it were true, each of the small bodies 
which Dr. Waters calls “‘air-sacs,” and which I have called 
** leaflets,” would be detached from the remainder of the lung, 
and, as a consequence, there would be no inter ication 
of air between adjoining or adjacent “‘ leaflets” or air-sacs. That 
there isa very free intercommunication may easily be shown. If 
quicksilver be made to flow by means of a capillary tube, such 
as is used for the injection of the lymphatics, through a minute 
bronchial tube into a leaflet, the quicksilver, having filled the 
cavities of the leaflet, will flow backwards through numerous 
bronchial tubes in the vicinity, and if these be closed by liga- 
ture then the quicksilver will spread itself into other leaflets and 
return by more distant bronchial tubes. If any of the leaflets 
be examined carefully it will be found that not one minute 
bronchial tube alone terminates in it, but that numerous 
bronchial tubes in all directions around the base of the leaflet 
enter it, establishing a very complete anastomosis with the 
other similar tubes by their all communicating with the same 
air-cells in the cavity of the leaflet in which they terminate. 

If these leaflets be further examined it will be found that, 
though they are each so se by means of fissures as to be 
almost distinct bodies, yet that, in point of fact, none of these 
are wholly detached from those which adjoin them, but they 
are continuous with other similar bodies in some part of their 
circumference, and that the continuity of each one of these 
bodies with those which surround them is not in any case 
wholly severed ; thence it occurs that the vascular plexus 
formed by the final distribution of the pulmonary artery on 
the walls of those bodies constitutes one continuous network 
of anastomosis throughout the whole lobule, and in a modified 
form throughout the whole lobe. 

The sulci formed between these leaflets leave the channeis 
through which the radicles, constituting the commencement of 
the pulmonary veins, dip down to reach the trunks of the 
veins which run along the under surface of each of the larger 
bronchial tubes. 

Dr. Waters goes on to say that ‘‘the pulmo arteries are 
Say blood vessels distri - to the ‘ ey 2 P .. adds, 
bes y are e not simply in ing blood for the i 
function of Fy but. for the nourishment oF the 
tissue to which they are distributed. Al the bronchial 
arteries pass along the bronchial tubes and the areolar tissue 
of the lu they send no branches to the walls of the air- 
sacs, W. ee G.. « by the plexus formed by the 

Imonary artery. 8 ing of the areolar tissue of the 

ungs the author wished it most clearly to be understood that 
no such tissue is found in the walls of the air-sacs.” To every 
one of these statements I am com to give an icit con- 
tradiction, which I wish to do with every 

to Dr. Waters. These are matters which it of actual de- 
monstration, and are questions of fact which can be brought to 








the test of the eyesight. I am ready to produce any number 
of unequivocal imens where every part of the tissue of the 
lungs, including the leaflets, is abundantly supplied with capil- 


lary bloodvessels injected from the aorta, through the bron- 
chial (so-called) arteries; these specimens wil] prove that these 


capillary bloodvessels are distinct in all their characteristics, 
and totally unlike those of the pulmonary vessels. 

When I wrote my treatise on this subject I was of opinion 
that it was impossible to inject the pleura from the so-called 
bronchial artery; I have since, however, succeeded in injecting 
the pleura of an inflamed human lung by causing the fluid to 
flow through the so-called bronchial artery from the aorta. 
These facts prove that the tissue of the lungs is wholly sup- 

rted by means of the so-called bronchial artery, and not at 

y the pulmonary, the distribution of whose capillaries is alto- 
gether unsuited for any such purpose. Dr. Waters, however, is 
right when he asserts the first damage accruing to the lungs 
in cases of red hepatization is through the pulmonary vessels. 
Any cause which produces an arrest, ter or less, of the 
whole circulation will manifest its action in the first instance 
by the retardation of the blood in the pulmonary vessels, pro- 
ducing a mechanical congestion in the plexus of the bronchial 
membrane (which exclusively belongs to the pulmonary sys- 
tem) and in the true pulmonary plexus surrounding the leaflets. 
This is synonymous with the impairment to that extent of the 
vital force which ought at that time to be engendered by the 
respiratory combinations ; and, in a slight form, is the true 
odibehan of an ordinary attack of “‘cold” with a certain 
amount of bronchial or pulmonary congestion, and is usually 
remedied by restoring the circulation to its original state ; 
but carried to a ter length, or protracted so as to allow a 
transudation of the blood into the cavities of the leaflets, the 
condition called ‘‘red hepatization” ensues. This result can 
easily be imitated in injecting the pulmonary vessels. But the 
structure of the lungs, or a portion of them, being thus 
damaged by the causes producing red hepatization, in which 
the pulmonary bloodvessels have been concerned in a simply 
mechanical manner, if death does not immediately ensue, a 
fresh action is set up, and the proper vessels for the 
nourishment cf the tissue of the lungs—viz., the so-called 
bronchial arteries—are immediately brought into play, and, 
like all other vessels in the body similarly circumstanced, be- 
come enlarged in proportion to the increased function which 
they are now called upen to eg : having to remedy, or 
strive to remedy, the injury which the transuded blood thus 
occasions to the tissue of the lungs. It is true that the ene 
with which these bronchial arteries will set about their tas 
will be in proportion to the d in which the pulmonary 
vessels in und portions of the lungs will disc ther 
function of combining with the air, and thus supply the bron- 
chial (so-called) vessels occupied in repairing the 
portion with the vital condition requisite for that purpose; but 
the pulmonary vessels did not a a the damage in the first 
instance, except in the mechanical way above described, and 
they take no direct part in the restorative action, which en- 
deavours to weave together the damaged tissue by the ap- 
dg bloodvessels. This function is wholly discharged 

y the bronchial bloodvessels, whose physiological attributes 
are precisely opposite to those of the pulmonary capillaries. 

It is quite evident that nothing appertaining to the tissue of 
the lungs can influence the oa or less quantity of blood 
which passes through the pulmonary vessels. This is wholly 
governed by the or less quantity of blood which the 
greater or less activity of function in the body at large may 
cause to flow towards the lungs, and the greater or less » afew | 
for arterial blood which the functions of the body at large may 
occasion, together with the vital orgasm which the combina- 
tions in the } must at the same time supply to the whole 
body in order to enable it to employ the arterial blood and to 
create the venous blood which is to fill the pulmonary capil- 
laries. 


Nothing in the whole range of physiological and anatomical 
science can be more plain, ant @ roughly established by 
evidence, and more susceptible of ocular demonstration, than 
that the so-called bronchial vessels are distributed to every 
part of the I the tissue of the leaflets included, that 
they discharge all the duties which relate to the maintenance 
of tissue of the lungs, and that they have no anastomosis 
whatever with the pulmonary vessels, and are not mingled 
with them in function in any way. 

With to the last part of the quotation which I have 
made from Dr. by hy gee that the areolar tissue 
of the lungs is not in the walls of the air-sacs (leaflets), 
I must contend that here also Dr. Waters is quite in error. 
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When the onary vessels are perfectly injected, if the 
be Tensnesiiatcy in ted, all the capillary bloodvessels will 
then be visible and distinct, because the so-called ‘‘ areolar” 
tissue is then t; but if the specimen be left in fluid 
for some time, the interstitial tissue swells up, becomes semi- 
opaque and flocculent, and it will be found a tedious and long 
business, occupying many days, before all this loose tissue can 
be pulled away by the forceps, so as to leave the bloodvessels 
again distinctly visible. In thus ing the tissue away it is 

from the sulci which separate the leaflets, and then 
the form and shape of the leaflets become distinct. 

If, instead of adopting this plan, strong spirit of wine be 
used for the preservation of the imen, the flocculent in- 
terstitial tissue will shrivel up become adherent to the 
fibrous tissue of the leaflets, and a person examining such a 
specimen might easily imagine that no interstitial tissue was 
present. But a specimen in strong spirit, as above described, 
could not be preserved as a slide for the microscope. When 
such a specimen is put into more dilute spirit the interstitial 
tissue soon becomes apparent, because it then becomes floc- 
culent and opaque. I can exhibit many imens in which 
this interstitial tissue has been wholly removed, others in 
which it has been partially removed, and others again in which 
it is not at all removed. 

In the discussion which ensued on the reading of the above 
paper, a remark was made respecting the exudation of the 
contents of the pulmonary v: into the interlobular tissue. 
I may observe that from the iar distribution of the pul- 
monary vessels such an event is almost impossible. In inject- 
img those vessels extravasation may easily be made into the 
interior of the leaflets, producing a condition resembling red 
‘hepatization, and a frothy exudation from the plexus in the 
bronchial mucous membrane = to the peculiar expec- 
toration of pneumonia is also easily produced, but never the 
result which resembles meee nor that state of infiltra- 
‘tion of the interlobular tissue which goes by the name of ‘ pul- 
monary apoplexy ;” but both of these states are very readily 
made manifest by an extravasation while injecting the so-called 
bronchial vessels. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Winchester, Feb. 28th, 1866. JAMES Newron Heater, M.D. 





THE ACTUAL CAUTERY FOR NAVI. 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


the base of the nevus and tied on either side, where 
position of the does not forbid its use, or where 
in is not impli so as to distort the features, is perhaps 
the best, though a painful, mode of treatment. 
cases lately cauterized by me illustrate well the use 
of this plan. An infant three weeks old I cauterized on the 
eyelid for a circular nevus, which was growing rapidly, 
would soon have produced ptosis. Two applications quite 
arrested its growth ; on the second, the naevus was rai by 
a tenaculum passed through it, which was burned down upon. 
Months have elapsed since the operation, and the only residue 
is a whiter mark than the skin where the vascularity was. 
Another case was that of the smallest seven months’ child I 
ever saw reared, A nevus a) soon after birth at the 
extreme edge of one nostril, which, on examination, was found 
the — Fe we oe oe nine months old 
pln, Avera i nitric aci used, givin t 
i : but the continued to increase. I - fed the 
actual cautery ly to the nevus, ing it up the nostril, 
ing some momentary tension with the semi-button-like 
head of curved instrument, to well into the d : 
pa ge poy! and nose. abeowtr ss the 
ing no deformity (so important in suc — ion). 
The third case I shall trouble aon with was that of a child 
a year old, with a large raised nevus of the middle of the 
cheek, with large varicose-looking vessels attached to it run- 
i to the neck ; the stain apparent through the cheek 


on opening the mouth. The nitric acid had twenty times 
been applied, the child crying for hours after its use. The 
ligature was t inadmissible in London from the 
surface that id be implicated. I applied a cautery 
the circumference of the nevus in the middle of it ; it appa- 
rently gave little pain, which soon ceased. After the surface 
had po a heehee ger re etapa eae 
ment cov e remaining » which, ing Vv ori 
edges, was spreading again. Fie crocnd’ ential ar- 
rested all morbid growth; the vascularity gone; the 
vesseis almost imperceptible. I attribute 
contraction of the cicatrices of burns. There is no distortion 
of feature, but a white i scar. Under these cireum- 
stances, I feel myself at liberty to urge the use of the nearly 
obsolete cautery in these cases. Such instruments are easily 
formed with the file from flat-headed bolts, nails, and screws, 
obtainable of every country ironmonger. 

am, Sir, yours faithfully, 


Hounslow, March, 1866. J. R. A. Doveras. 





MODIFICATION OF THE KNEE-JOINT SPLINT 
USED AT KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sm,—The modification in this a. originally made at 
my suggestion by Mr. Matthews, of Portugal-street, W.C., con- 
sists of a movable thigh-piece, acting by a slot-and-set screw ; 











‘ 


Back view of thigh- 
piece, the dotted lines 
showing the directions in 
which the thigh can be 
moved. 


} 
1 
f 
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by which arrangement any tendency of the joint to grow out- 
wards or inwards after excision of the knee can be rectified, 





NEW VACCINATION BILL. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,— the medium of or jena ee 
the attention of the Poor-law ical officers and publi 
cinators of the metropolitan district to a meeting held by the 
medical officers of the Fulham Union on March 13th, to con- 
sider the proposed Vaccination Bill. At this meeting it was 


Per That a fee of 2s. Gd. and 3s. 6d. should be substituted for 
ls. 6d. and 2s. 6d., in uence of the responsibility in- 
so > trouble — by the several certificates 
Tics L catenel stsecdundith Ci cee th neie'he 





paid, inasmuch as it will involve more trouble than primary 
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vaccination, and in many instances such revaccination will be 
and therefore no fee can be charged.” 
“That the appointment of a public prosecutor should be 


Letters ing these resolutions were forwarded to 
Messrs. Bruce and ing, and a petition was drawn up for 
ion to Parliament, to the Lower House if time per- 
mitted, if not, to the Upper House. At the same time it was 
felt that this movement to carry weight should be a combined 
one, and, with this view, that ings should be held by the 
medical officers of, at least, all the metropolitan districts, when 
either separate petitions should be forwarded to Parliament 
embodying the opinion of the Poor-law officers, or that our 
petition should be forwarded to the next union for signature, 
and from thence forwarded in turn to the next adjoining, till 
the round of the m litan district is made. 

We meet again on h 28th, at twelve a.m., and shall be 
glad to receive anys ion from the medical officers of other 
unions.—We remain, Sir, your obedient servants, 

Tue Mgpicat Orricers or rae FuLHamM Union. 

52, King-street East, Hammersmith, March 20th, 1866, 





REPRESENTATION OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF LONDON. 


Ar an extraordinary meeting of the members of Convocation 
of this University, held on Wednesday, Dr. Storrar in the 
chair, Mr. Jessel, Q.C., moved the following resolution :— 
‘That a petition be presented to both Houses of Parliament 
praying that two members may be given to the University 
of London, such petition to be signed by the Chairman of 
Convocation.” He remarked that the number of constituents, 
supposing the University of London to be represented, would 
be 1729. In 1869, at which time any new Reform Bill might 
be supposed to come into operation, the constituency of the 
University of London would be 2000. It was clear, he thought, 
that there could not be a better constituency than a number 
of learned and accomplished men, for it was impossible that 
such a body of men would consent to be ted by a man 
who was inferior to the bulk of them in know and edu- 
Sibeny ee a eS ee , would be above all 

i and corruption, and suspicion of it. On 
these grounds, he held that University representation would 
be a benefit not to the University; but to the whole 
country. He should like to know what constituency could be 
named which would give 2000 persons equal in intelligence, 

1 and knowledge, to say ing of social standing, 
to those of the University of London. The members of the 
University who were entitled to vote were under fifty years of 

and hive twenty-four, so that all the voters would be in 

e prime of life. A representation of the University of Lon- 
don would also accomplish this, that every class of learned 
men would be represented, more ys et class of medical 
men, of whose accomplishments the University of London might 
justly be proud. The claims of the University had been re- 
cognised by three Governments, the Liberals, the Tories, and 
the Government of Lord Aberdeen, which might be supposed 
to represent the middle party between them. Under these 
circumstances he th t they had a claim to be put on an 
a with the old Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 

e hoped that the time would come when, the University 
sending two members to Parliament, the word “religion” 
would never be mentioned either by the electors or the elected. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. R. N. Fowler (late a can- 
didate for the representation of the City of London), who 
strongly urged the claims of the medical profession to have a 
Dre in the House of Commons. Several gentlemen addressed 

meeting in support of matters of i — a recom- 
mendation of the educational franchise, and eventually the 
resolution was unanimously to. It was then arranged 
that Dr. Storrar, the Master of Convocation, should take 


measures to secure the presentation of a petition to the House 
of Commons founded upon the resolution. 








Air iv Lonpow Law Courts.—Dr. Angus Smith 
reports that some specimens of air from the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, examined by him, are the most deficient in oxygen 
of any specimens found by him during the day above 


They were almost exactly the same i 
Hh D y as many specimens of air 





Parliamentary Intelligence 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Marcu 20rn, 

Eart GRANVILLE, in reply to questions by 
Montrose and the Duke of Marlborough, said 
Council allowed healthy cows to be moved a limited distanc 
in the metropolis with a licence. With regard to 
produced by the sto of the movement of cattle 
way, the Government been overwhelmed with 


| on the subject, and he was of opinion that the ibiti 


could not be long continued. It was intended to allow 
carriage of cattle by railway in certain districts, and under 
certain restrictions, so as not to come into contact with the 
cattle plague. Notice would be given of these changes, and 
the existing prohibition would be enforced until the new order 
came into operation. The Government intended to bring into 
the House of Commons this day a Bill to confer enlarged 
powers upon the Privy Council. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Marcu 15ra. 
CATTLE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES, 


Colonel Epwarps asked whether it was the intention of her 
Majesty's Government to introduce any permanent measure 
for the prevention of contagious diseases among cattle, and 
whether the Orders in Council now at ee were, under 
any legislative enactment, to be submitted within any given 
for the vonsideration of Parliament. 

Sir G. Grey replied that it was very important to have a 

rmanent Bill, similar in principle to the Government Bill, 
by the purpose of checking the spread of contagious diseases 
among the cattle, chiefly in respect to those which were 
brought to this country and their removal into the interior. 
The Government had not yet had time to consider the subject 
sufficiently to enable them to frame a Bill, and probably the 
better plan would be to submit the matter to a committee 
before any measure was brought into Parliament. The Orders 
in Council would be laid before Parliament—the Act of Par- 
liament rendering this imperative. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES BILL, 


Upon the motion of Mr. Curipers leave was given to bring 
in a Bill for the better prevention of contagious diseases in 
certain naval and military stations. 


Marcu 1l6ra. 
FLOGGING AND BRANDING IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. TAYLor moved an address for returns of the number of 
men flogged in the army and militia of Great Britain and 
Ireland in the years 1863, 1864, and 1865 respectively, speci- 
fying the offence, the regiment, the place of station, whether 
at home, in India, or the Colonies, the sentence, and the num- 
ber of lashes inflicted on each ; and of the number of 
men marked with the letter D or with the letters B C during 
the same years. 

A to. 

erent Marcu 19TH. 
MORTALITY OF TROOPS IN CHINA, 


Colonel NorTH gave notice that to-morrow he should move 
the appointment of a Select Committee to inquire into the 
mortality among the troops in China and the causes which led 
to it, and the conduct of the department of the Government 
whose duty it was to administer to the wants of those troops. 


MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


Colonel Norra asked whether it was the intention of 
Government to ae | out the recommendations as regarded in- 
creased pay, &c., of the committee which was appointed to 
inquire into and report upon the grievances of eal officers 
of the army and a 

The Marquis of Hartrcton said the report had only been 
received a short time since, and it was impossible at present 
to state how far the recommendations of the Commissioners 
would be carried out. : 

Colonel Nort said he would repeat the question after the 
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Marca 20ru. 
DISEASE IN SHEEP. 


Mr. B. Cocurane asked what rules were to be applied to 
Scotland with respect to slaughter of infected sheep. It was 
stated the other night that the same rule would apply to sheep 
as to cattle ; but if that were so, what would take p if the 
rinderpest broke out on a large hill farm ? 

Sir G. Grey said if the hon. gentleman would refer to the 
Act he would see that it di the slaughter of all infected 


Mr. Cocnrane wished to know whether, if on a large farm 
the disease should break out, the inspectors would have the 
power of ordering the slaughtering of any number of sheep. 

Sir G. Grey said the hon. gentleman should have put the 

uestion when the Bill was under discussion. The interpreta- 
tion of the Act was not left to the Government, but to the 
judicial authorities. 
REMOVAL OF MANURE AND OFFAL. 

Mr. CuamBers asked whether attention had been called to 
the difficulty now existing throughout the metropolis of getting 
rid of manure and offal, and whether any steps were contem- 
plated by the Government for facilitating their removal. 

Mr. T. G. Barre said the difficulty had arisen from a mis- 
pi armen] the orders issued by the local authorities. He 

ri) 


a copy of the orders of which the vestries com- | 
ined, and found that they by no means prohibited the | 


introduction into their districts of any such articles as were 
not likely to pro infection. The week before last there 
were only fourteen cases of cattle disease within the metro- 
politan district, and last week there were but twelve. 
TRANSIT OF CATTLE BY RAILWAY. 

Mr. Reap asked if the transit of cattle by railway would be 
prohibited after the 24th of March. 

Sir G. Grey thought that it would be desirable to continue 
the prohibition until the issue of the queers order in council 
which was now under consideration. It would probably not 


Se eens wae Di. came Bae eaten on the 25th inst. 
that 


Some time should be allowed in 
generally known. 
MORTALITY OF TROOPS IN CHINA. 

Colonel NortH moved for the appointment of a select com- 

mittee to enquire into the ity among the troops in 


Sir H. Verney and the Marquis of JTarTINGTON agreed 
with Colonel North’s motion, which was then carried. 


Marcu 2ist. 


SHEEP, ETC., CONTAGIOUS DISORDERS PREVENTION ACT AMEND- 
MENT. 

Sir G. Grey obtained leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Act of 11 and 12 Victoria, cap. 107, to prevent the —_——e 
of contagious or infectious disorders among sheep, cattle 
other animals. 


Medical Hetos. 


University or Lonpoy.—The following candidates 
the late examination for the degree of Master in 
urgery :— 
Andrew, Edwin, M.D., University College. 
Deas, Peter Maury, M.B., University of Edinburgh. 
Examination for Honours. 
Deas, Peter og | M.B. Cotcleity oat Gold Medal), Univ. of Edinb. 
Andrew, Edwin, M.D. (Gold Medal), University College. 
ApoTHEcARIEs’ Hatt. — The follewing gentlemen 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on the 15th inst. :— 
Ellis, William Henry, Swavesey, Cambs. 
Ley, Lge) South Molton. 
O'Neill, ck James, Canning Town, Essex. 
Prince, Frederic Tickell, Sawston, Cambs, 
Pritchard, John Frederick, Southsea. 
Smith, Henry Cecil, Kensington-park-gardens. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 
Ash, Robert Vacy, St. Hi ital. 
Stainthorpe, Thomas baw, Middlesex Hospital. 
Dr. Grarty Hewirt has 
ef the Obstetrical Society of 


its effect might be 








Ber! 





| 


called away in rok me of life, — 
_ elected Honorary Fellow | profession, from typhus fever, after ive 


Tue Ossterricat Socrery’s SorREE AND EXHIBITION 

4 Ce gp cene eta oy ye alread Soe ee for this 
ibition promise to e it exceeding] instructive. 

It has excited considerable interest pe the élite of the 
obstetric world on the continent; as several of the most 
eminent professors of Russia, ee and Italy have signi- 
fied their intention to be present. ith a view to do 
honour to their distingui guests, it is the intention of the 
Council of the Society to invite them to a public dinner which 
will be held at Willis’s Rooms on Thursday, the day fo i 
the conversazione at the College of Physicians. It is 
that there will be a good muster of the Society and other mem- 
bers of the profession to meet their foreign brethren. 

Great NortHern Hospitat.—The Great Northern 
Hospital has just received a of £2000 (less duty) from 
the executors of the late Mr. Cuth Colling. 


Tue CaTrLeE PLaGcveE tn Potanp.—The cattle disease 
has broken out in the three districts of Poland situated in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Prussian frontier. 

TesTImoNIAL.—A presentation of a silver tea-service 
was made on the 15th inst., to Mr. Holman, by the members 
of the East London Medical Book Society, in recognition of 
his valuable services as treasurer and secretary. 


Tue Cuemicat Socrery.— At a_ meeting of the 
Chemical Society on Thursday week Dr. Frankland gave the 
results of his analyses of the deinhing wates of London during 
the several months of the year, the said investigation havi 
been made at the request of the Registrar-General, Dr. Frank- 
land discovered that the amount of solid impurities in London 
river water is always in wet w er, also that the 
organic matter it contains is greatly i during rain. 
The water was purest during the long t of last summer, 
and most contaminated during the rai in the latter part 
of October. This increase in organic matter he attributes 
chiefly to the flushing of the sewers of those towns which drain 
into the Thames above Teddington Lock, and in the case of 
the New River and the Lea to the flow of rain water over 
highly-manured fields. 

“ Screntiric Oprnion.”—A new scientific periodical 
i this wn It will ae C—_ from 

periodicals reports 0! e European 
comnts, nd, wal cepinene Anam, SOGeei. istry, 
i i sciences, so that it will a welcome 
ome of the medical man, to whom such 
jal, and for whom they have a i 

interest. It will be published at the office of Public Opinion, 
on the model of which it is projected. It is edited by a well- 

known and much esteemed physician and man of science. 


Deato or Dr. O’Rearpon.—Dr. O’Reardon, the 
oldest member of the Irish College of Physicians, died on 
Wednesday, the 14th of March, at Killarney. In 1803 he 
visited France, and was a pupil of Baron Cuvier. He was 
first cousin and physician to iel O'Connell, and for thirty 
years was the medical attendant of the Fever Hospital in 
Cork. 

University CoLtece Hosprrat.—The annual festival 
of this valuable charity will take at Willis’s Rooms on 
Wednesday, the 18th of Apri e Duke of Cambridge has 
consented to preside on the occasion ; he will, we trust, be 
well supported. The amount of relief afforded by the hospital 
may be stated as follows:—Upwards of 1396 in-patients are 
admitted, nursed, and cured in the course of the year; 10,415 
receive medical and surgical treatment as out-patients; nearly 
12,000 are attended to as casualties; relief is administered to 
upwards of 1440 ophthalmic cases ; and 800 women in child- 
birth are attended at their own habitations. The annual cost 
of maintaining the hospital in its present state is £6500, whilst 
its certain income from all sources—annual subscripti fees 
paid by students for clinical instruction and relinquished 
the physicians and surgeons for the benefit of the charity, 
interest from investments—does not amount to more thai 
£2840 ; so that every year, to friends and the public 

hg i nearly 


to supply a deficienc funds amounting to 
£4000 are indi 

Newport, Monmoutusuire.—This town and neigh 
bourhood has just experienced an immense loss in the 
(on the 2lst inst.) of Mr. James Hawkins, who has 
days’ illness. 
is now prevalent here as an epidemic, and in 
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engages tae Newport Union, which office 

he has y held for twenty-seven years, he called upon 

no fewer than sixty-six cases in one da pe Stee ae 
His manners were most urbane, 

par nee way be 


UNIvERsITY or Leypex.—On the 7th inst., three 


. Drs. Heynsius, Zaayer, and Boogard, 
“at the University of Leyden. ° 














Obituary. 


SIR ALEXANDER MORISON, M.D. 


Scarcety had the grave closed over the remains of Dr. 
Conolly, than the hand of death fell upon another distinguished 
physician in the treatment of the insane. Sir Alexander 
Morison, M.D., died on the 14th instant, at the advanced age 


Hui 


A gEG EE PE 
et 
4 are 


a interred in the churchyard of Currie, on 











MEDICAL VACANCIES. 
ieoks Dae Public bond eae Senior Resident i 
Infirmary and Dispensary—Senior 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
w. God Midana Bye Howptale» =" “TPS Surgeon to the Birmingham 
Dr. Buckixenax, of Brandon, has been appointed Medical Officer of the 


of Cambridge Union, in the room of Dr. Ransom, resigned. 
Mik yy yy ‘has been Apothecary and House-Surgeon 
to the Cork South Charitab’ 





w. Cewsem, ED of Ardmore, Fousial, Dep Some cqptiated to Ge Cum 

of the Peace for the County of 

J. Danwen, M.R.C.S.E., has been re-appointed Medical Ges and Seilie 

Vaccinator for District No. 6 of the <I 

A. Davison, M.A., M.B., C_M., bas been aggete Comparative 
Anatomy and Zoology at the Liverpoo opal I io ‘ary School of Medi- 


cine. 
J. Fanuas, MRCS.E., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator for the Cottesford District of the Bicester Union, Oxfordshire, 
vice T. Dawson, M.R.C.8.E., eee er wy 
V- Fon BA. pas pam Castes 





has expired. 
tistical Society for the 


the St 
for the ensuing year. 
J. Hawrnorx, - R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for District 
No. 4 of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Union, vice Hawthorn, deceased. 
W. Hoaxzr, M.R.C.8.E., has been re-a) nted Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 2 of the of ham. 
Jazez Jackson, L.F.P.&8. Gias., L.M., has been appointed Medical Officer 
and Public sccinator for District No. 4 of the Parish of Birmingham, 


vice E. White, M. ws 

J.P Jowns, M.RCS.E., has re-appointed Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 5 of the of Birmingham. 

V2 ae. Soe has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
cinator for the District of the Weobley Union, Herefordshire, 


vice E. Crickmay, — 
inted Medical Officer for the Fecken- 


4. ©. Sengpeen, EP, bee been 
naan nen, the Alcester Warwickshire, vice G, P. Dunn, 


T. ge Se ee has been appointed Medical Officer for the Marple 
District of the Stockport Union, vice I. Clubb, L.S.A.L., resigned. 

J. C. Mounts LEP. & 8. Glas., has been ted Assistant Medical Officer 
© So Sep See ates & Asylum, Denbigh, vice E. RB. 


resigned. 
Mr. T. C. TC. Sivcxtow hac been appointed Assistant Dispenser st the Queen's 


Hospi oo. 
L. Nicnouts, M.R.C.5.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for the T 
sham District of St. Thomas's Union, Devon, vice T. C. Tothill, M.B.C. 


resigned. 
T. E. Owen, M.R.C.S.E., has been armen Medical Officer for District 


No. 2 of the Totnes Union, Dev: 
J. F. Rowan, L.B.C.S8.1, has been a ted Medical Officer for the Craga- 
knock k Dispensary District of t Kilrush Union, vice H. O’Flanagan, 


M.D., deceased. 

B. H. Guns, MR-CAE. hes boon appointed Medical Oflcer for the Calverton 
MCSE, raigoed Nottinghamshire, vice J. H. Osborne, 

C. B. Sucxiiuve, M. ted Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for Dubie Ne ytepednn Sw yy ee 

Cc. B Sogeenn BOD poo heen sospesaeted Officer and Public 
Vaceinator for District No. 1 of the Parish of Birmingham. 

R. Taomason, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Visiting Surgeon to the Here- 
ford , Vice A.B, Smith, M-D. .. resigned. 

G. W, Tuswsvun, .. has been appointed apeeete Sthoae Oz the hash 
— of the Alnwick Union, Northumberland, vice W. Duncan, 


T. H. Torwey, M.R.C.S.E., has 
District of 


nfirmary for Epilepsy 


Dirths, Mlarriages, and Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On the 2nd inst., at Wolsi the wife of W. Walker, M.D., of a son. 
On = 10th inst., the wife of A. Grace, M.R.C.S.E., of Chipping Sodbury, 


ire, of a son. 
On the 13th inst., a: Inverness-road, the wife of Wm. Wigmore, Surgeon, of 


a y 
On — at Boulogne-sur-Mer, the wife of Alex. Munro, M.D., of a 
iter. 
On & 17th inst., at Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, the wife of M. Ryan, M.D., 
a son. 








MARRIAGES. 
On thes cs task. at at by my Edward Covey, M.R.C.S.E., of Basing- 


oye “eS Sees. 
} 2. ne ter, Woods, M.D, SD. Os Chnstotte Anne, daughter 
ine Rev. M. M'Cousland, Rector of Birr. 
On the ry inst., at the Parish Church, Warrington, Arthur Kidd, Esq., of 
= , near Manchester, and Hangor-ye-Cord, near |Wresham, to 
Hannah, only daughter of Alderman Dr, Smith, of Warrington.— 


Ne 


DEATHS. 


., off Port Philip Heads, on the passage home, A. Bowden, 
on the Staff of the 7ist Light ya Oe 

the Rectory, parabens, Woler Buasd, R.CS.E., aged 55. 
. Arnold, L.R.C.P.Ed., of Liv 

pstead, J. Winter, M. _ ae 


L.R.C.S.Ed., of Clonmellon, Co. Westmeath, 
Clonmellon and Crossakiel Dispensaries and Con- 


Prospect, Killarney, Dr. J. 0B aged 90. 
fells, M.R.CS.E., of Blyth, Nott 
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se Totemmary ued Contig Mepteel vie 
L.R.C.P.Ed., resigned, 


tkinson, M ERCSE, of Kilham, pear Driffield, 


z 
2 
2 


. 
: 
































= 
~ meng ve 











8 eK 




















we re 














Sew eerie 

















ae 

































































































































































































$32 Te Lancer,] 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Maron 24, 1866. 








Ca Correspondents. 


Tux Cozoner’s Court ayy Meprcat Fans. 
A. B. C.—The summoning officer is not entitled to any perquisite arising out 
of the fees to medical witnesses for giving evidence in the Coroner’s Court. 
This should be known, as an inquiry has lately taken place in one of the 
manufacturing towns respecting the conduct of the Coroner’s officer in 
withholding a shilling from the medical witness in every case in which he 
had to pay him a guinea fee. The summoning officer, being paid for his 
services by a fixed salary, has no right to levy such a contribution upon 
medical practitioners. It may be, and is we believe, the custom of many 
witnesses to present the odd shilling to the summoning officer; but it is a 
uity, and he has no right whatever to claim it as a 





t 


dogho! 
could well devise, 
future ward-room officers, who will by this act 
and its accommo ation circumscribed 


rice of this inconsiderate officer, 
sliowed him by the Admiralty (I 


sfbyFitt 


imagines 


's comforts and 
principles of 


J Competitor.—Some time in the ensuing month. Write to 
Secretary of the College. 
Mr. W. Stuart.—Consult a medical practitioner in the neighbourhood. 


Mepicat Orrrcers IN THE 


To the Editor of Tuz Lancet. 


Navy. 


Srn,—It is, I believe, at the present time the desire of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty to surmount by means of the extension of rank, 
increase of pay, and adequate cabin accommodation, the difficulty which 


Majesty’s ships and vessels, the following facts in connexion with one in par- 
ticular, who is now occupying a rather comfortable position in the steam 
reserve, will attest. 

I must, in the first place, state that some days since this officer paid a visit 
te an iron-clad ship lying in the dockyard at this port, the command of which 
known he will shortly succeed to, and, being anxious that this 


he lates spending a few years of his most 
individual 


lected shipwright (tinker 
notified his august d 
and issued an edict to t 


I might 
t 


he aon oo 


should be made as comfortable as concerns his 
directed several alterations in the interior 





it out in the smallest, most inconvenient, and 


m every way utterly ob- 


les, which the Lene | of even an experienced captain of a 


and consequent 





J 





¥ 


ht prominently, from joinin 
“T is permitted 

rights may be the subject of 

reason, snes ¢ and justice. 


am, Sir, yours, &., 


ly the many (including the whole of 
we the area of their 
) will be compelled to suffer for 
who has thus turned the 
Pp ) into an unwarrant- 
means of gratifying his ill-feeling towards a class of gentlemen whom 

ps are desirous to propitiate. 


foregoing is a plain, unexaggerated statement, which a reference to the 
a Te will be found to substantiate; and if the officer in 
nae hen coetedh Ned 


p this for and wating piece of in- 
that the fact is not well known and } ae by those whom 
he labours under a most unequivocal delusion. 
It is such acts of arbitrary wantonness as this I have 
of the naval executive, more than all other grievances, which engender the 
feeling of discontent on the part of the non-executive officers in her Majesty’s 
Royal Navy, and which warn the medical novice, before whom all these facts 
a profession where the caprice of any 
to ride dominant, where 


set forth on the part 


an assistant- 


“Royat Atrezp.” 





Fire-ball.—We have not been able to find the paper mentioned. It probably 
appeared in the “ Medico-Chirurgical Transactions.” 
Emigrant.—The last edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, 


Poor-taw Mspicat Rerorm. 


.; F. Owen, 


*,* Inquiry will, we trust, be made into this by the authorities of the 
Admiralty, under whose notice the matter will now come. 


Mr. Garry begs us to inform the Poor-law medical officers that the fol- 
Association :—G. he eg St. Faiths, 10s, ; 





the 


A Subscriber to Fund.—It has now been determined to erect a tablet te -the- 
memory of the heroic Liewellyn in Charing-cross where he re- 
ceived his medical education. The surplus fund will be devoted to the esta-- 
blishment of a Prize Medal in Gold to a deserving student, to be awarded. 
at certain periods, which will be defined by a meeting of subscribers-shortly 
to be held. 

Juwvenia, (Aberdeen.)—There is no more comprehensive work on the subject. 


Puotocey, Perrourrs, Pararriy, ayp Cazetoye Om, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sra,—In your journal of February 17th an “Enquirer” wishes some of 
your readers to give “some particulars the above-mentioned oils, 
noting especially their explosive powers,” &c. 

In reply, I beg to state that I have had about ten years’ daily experience in 
the use of the above-mentioned oils, and never met with am accident 
explosion, though on one occasion I found the vapour of the oil sold to me 
under the name of “ cazeline” to take fire in the receptacle, but I extinguished 
it by turning out the light, taking care to turn the wick down as far as pos- 


sible. I tried the oil two or three times, when it took fire as before, after 
being ignited for some time, but no ex) k 
was . 


too — The burner was one of “ Radcliff’s bade lights,” 
which I have ~~ to other for lighting ® room, though a 





a wi the essential oil being destroyed, though somewhat 
altered by the decay of the matter, 
But t to know more , 1 believe, whe- 
ther bituminous oils can be with safety. I would 
thé oils to 


SS 
igniting. If we take a small vessel full of the oil, and 


. th 
and thumb), it should be 


I have six large 
lucifer-matches into the oil, at the temperature of 60°, nick I eee end bd 
were all extinguished one after the other without igniting the oil. This 

a 





doubt 
burner, which has a small hole in its base to 
escape from the receptacle. 
In conclusion, I would ask whether the bituminous oils during combustion 
are known to possess any disinfecting property ? 
le odour in ~ Ray ee Dg 
then 


a 


course of a week intolerable; but I was surprised to find when 
the lamp was lit the noxious effluvium was not perceptible. the 
in the day by | the lamp and placing it om the table, when 
the disgusting odour vanished. On making search by pomoving one of the 
floor-boards, a mouse was in a state of putrefaction. I many of 
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A Candidate.—By the regulations of the Poor-law Board, it is necessary that 
& surgeon to a union should possess a medical and surgical qualification- 
This rule, however, is not arbitrary, and in certain exceptional cases the 
appointment of a gentleman holding but one of these qualifications has 
been sanctioned by the Poor-law Board. Complaints have reached us on 
some that a p with a single qualification has been 
elected by the guardians when his rival for the office has been doubly 
qualified. We believe, however, that this has been mainly due to peculiar 
circumstances relating to the locality, &c., of the respective candidates. 

J. G. R., (Devon.)—Balfour's or Silver's. 

Junior Practitioner.—The disease is not uncommon before the first dentition 
is completed. 

Mr. W. 8S. Harding (St. John's, New Brunswick) would oblige by forwarding 
to us his views on the subject to which his letter refers. 


iti 





Tus New Usiversrry Reeviations. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

S1z,—Allow me to express my hope that the suggestion with reference to 
the reopening of the University of St. Andrews under the old regulations, 
made by “ A Correspondent” in your last number, may be carried into effect. 

In common with many others, I years ago matriculated at the University 
of London ; but in the busy soutien of daily practice have never had the 
opportunity of completing the course necessary for the degrees at this — 
excellent University. Let the examination be as and 
Com Seen but w & it be undergone, once and for all, w Without the preli- 
minary tests for M. ly at London. 

I should be most to sign such a ition as “ A Correspondent” 

ge Ne eh it would not fail to meet the 
tudents and junior practitioners. 
= a Ste, your 0! 
Bedford, March 19th, 1866 





ent — 
P. Goupsurrn, M.B.C.S. 


To the Editor of Tux Lawcer. 
Sre,—I notice with pleasure a letter, signed “A Correspondent,” in your 
last im respecting the new University regulations, and think with 
him that the subject is well worthy of consideration. 
It is und great hardship, and I ma: an injustice, to 
exclude provincial stedente from their : But t Let 2 
be considered, which I think 
juating—viz., the imperati 


niversities. 


ours, 


A Country Surgeon.—Vaccine lymph can be obtained by application to the 
medical officer of the Privy Council, Whitehall; or to W. Tompkins, Esq., 
National Vaccine Establishment, Fitzroy-square. The applicant should 
state whether he requires the lymph to be forwarded to him on points or 


Tax Cass or Ma. Geecorry. 
To, the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Sra,—M. C. R., a medical man, the anonymous donor of £300 to the 
Medical Benevolent Fond in October last, has placed £25 in my hands in 


assistance for this most distressing case. the 
our fund voted £10 to Mr. Gregory in November. 1 beg to enclose M. C. B.'s 


subscription and my own.—Your servant, 

Joszrn Torwerz, 
Treasurer of the Medical Benevolent Fund. 
Savile-row, March 19th, 1866. 


Mr. P. Roe, (Blackburn.)—If the offender does not assume any title which 
would lead the public to infer that he is registered under the new Medical 
Act, there is no remedy for the abuse. 

A Cockney.—Dr. Matthew Gwynne was the first Professor of Medicine at 
Gresham College. He flourished in 1596. Dr. Paddy was the first “ Reader 
of the Anathomy Lecture at Barber Surgeons’ Hall” in 1596. 

A Valetudinarian might try Algiers with a fair prospect of being benefited. 


Buus on Buack Croatercess. 

To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
in 
prevent 


that 
so often seen on the faces of em- 


I am, Sir, yours truly, 
’ wt Covdine Pasties. 





4 Subscriber to the Fund for Mrs, Thomas,—This subscription, as far as-we 
are concerned, is closed. We shall shortly publish a report upon the sub- 
ject. The article published in Tax Lancer in reference to this case was 
cireulated by the friends of the applicant, and not by ourselves. The 
response was liberal and generous, and says much for the humanity of 
members of our profession, that when “a case of distress” is placed before 
them, the hand of relief is found open. 

Monkwell-street—There were four Masters in Surgery appointed in 1500, 
styled “ Magistri sive Gubernatores mistere Barbitonsorum et Sirurgi- 
coram.” The Barber Surgeons were incorporated in 1461. 

A Sufferer should consult his medical attendant—not Tuz Lancer. 


Seuimve Practices. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Sre,—I regret to say that there has sprung up amongst us a system of 
obteining money from the unwary of our profession under most specious 
The medical profession as a body consists of men of honourable 
and upright feeling; but, like every other large assemblage, there are some 





=F pee See juniors in the 
oa the purchase practices, as it 
oe eeres Sees SS [es for six times their 
<a. “Teall celebs Sun connie 


mately the assistant 

jents but the books were “doctored,” and the real value of 
not worth half the amount. 

Hoping you will excuse my trespassing on your space, and feeling sure 
what I have stated can be corroborated by other victims, 
1 am, Sir, yours obediently, 
A Meese or tux Royat CoLttecEs or 
Svurcrons, Encianp. 


manufacture the instrument invented by Dr. Richardson ; and Mr. Robbins 
of Oxford-street, the ether. 

Student.—At the close of the present session. 

M.D., (Islington.)—Ig and i d are often combined. The 
party named has no right to the title of “M.D.” It may be a printer's 
mistake. 





De. Mesrratr’s CHALYBEaT.E. 
To the Baitor of Tux Laycerr. 

Srx,—You were good enough to notice my discovery of the protochloride 
of iron in a spa at Harrogate, which renders the water unique. As it may 
interest the medical profession or your numerous scientific readers, I append 
the complete composition of the water—ed est, the gases and solids in an im- 
perial gallon :— 


Carbonic acid ... ... 
Nitragen ... «. 


Temperature of the water, 41°50". 
Chloride of iron a on 
Chioride of sodium ... 
Chloride of magnesium 
Chloride of calcium... 
Chloride of 


The quantity of the ferrous ch’ Seite caste, Sor © eangle Cally Ghan 
Sem he quiny qeitent © putea’ OS at. 
5 En, Se 
can “a -oee 
essor 
College of Chemistry, Liverpool, March 19th, 1966. 


In Doubts about the Matter.—It is not the extent of an hospital nor the 
number of beds which is so important. It is rath. ‘e diligence of the 
student. 

A Constant Reader.—By courtesy, not by right. 

Dr. Andrew Smith (Edinburgh) is thanked for his communication. 

. umerous readers inform me whether 

Beans over tried Von Gracte’ tie plan of dilating and breaking down ae 

of some months’ duration by twenty or thirty daily instillations 
ins to the ounce of water? Would such 
would there be any chance 
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Way 1s tae Arwy Mepicat Derartwgnt Unrorviar? 

A very able article appears in the United Service Gazette of Saturday last 
on this subject. After giving an elaborate review of the whole question, 
with some of the points of which we do not agree, the article concludes as 
follows :— 

“Considering the hopes that have been so often held out by the autho- 
rities, that the improvement of the medical department was in contempla- 
tion, and that as yet nothing has been done, we are compelled to own that 
we have not much faith in the results of the present Commission. There 
is no doubt, however, that unless some improvement takes place in the 
service, the state of di tent gst its bers will i ase, and we 
should not be surprised to hear of many resignations being sent in before 
the close of the year.” 

xX. Y. Z., (Rugeley, Stafford.) —Yes, if he were duly qualified at the time of 
his attendance. 


Glasgow is thanked for transmitting us the Glasgow Herald of March 3rd. 


Our correspondent, however, will, no doubt, furnish us with all necessary 
perticulars, 





Errscrva, Remepy ror Tricury1asis, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—Trichiniasis in human creatures can be readily cured by adminis- 
tering to adults a dose consisting of fourteen grains of hydrosulphide of 
potash along with an equal weight of vegetable substance every three hours. 

This medicine can be made by stirring for three minutes in a wide-mouthed 
jug or other vessel one ounce ped om = and twelve wineglassfuls of hot water, 
then allowing the filtered po’ to be sulphurized by mingling two ounces 
of sublimed sulphur with it, then drying it before the fire, throwing away 
the This washing of the potash is absolutely necessary to prevent 
Poisonous substances from inflicting mischievous consequences upon the 
patient. But the remedy is scarcely worth using unless it is given along 
with those vegetable substances which will powerfully assist the gastric juice 
to dissolve so comparatively insoluble a ped ate as sulphur; therefore it 
should be given along with boiled carrot, parsnip, or potato; or else sulphur 
ought always to be given along with compound cucumber powder, or it can- 
not be effectually dissolved at most times. The compound powder may be 
given weight for weight, and is produced as follows :—Scrape a cucumber fine 
enough, and dry it in a cool oven; then powder it, and mingle it in the pro- 
portion of two s to one part of flour of roast potato. This remedy is really 

osken and powerful as well as harmless one when given or prepared 
as directed. 


As to the origin of trichine in pigs, they are caused by the animals having 
eaten musty bread which was infected by the of a microscopical flying 
insect called, medicinally, trichiniosaurus. fore musty bread really 
ought never to be given to pigs. Yours faithfully, par 

CRON. 


March, 1866, 
Rusticus will be obliged to arrest the fermentative process by adding spirit. 
If this be not done, the vinous fermentation will pass into the acetous. 
Japhet must have patience. Probably he will then be rewarded. The battle 
is not always to the strong, nor the race to the swift. 


Gercory Funp. 
Tux following subscriptions have been received towards the above Fund :— 
A gee -- 25 0 0 
Joseph Toynbee, Esq. ... 500 
Tae letter of One of the Taken-in Candidates arrived too late for insertion in 
this week’s impression. 
Rahere, (Birmingham.)—We are glad to announce that both Messrs. Paget 
and Callender are recovering from their late severe attacks, 


Tur Gairrixy Testroniat Fon. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Srr,—The following subscriptions have been further received on behalf of 
above Fund :— 


the 

C. H. Carter, Esq., Pewsey ... nnn cee oe oe £010 
J. Breach, Sie Sear thsrpe 0 on. ie 010 
FS rare ae oe 
Amount previously announced ow 134 5 
Received at Tuz Lancer Office... Bll 
Yours obediently, 

pExt Fow.enr, M.D., 
Treasurer and Hon. Sec. 
145, Bishopsgate-street Without, March 2lst, 1866, 


Enquirer.—We understand that very considerable alterations in more de- 
partments than one are likely to take place in the establishment men- 
tioned. 

Studens (Ni stle-upon-Tyne) should address the Directors of the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Company. 

H. S.—Roman Catholics were prohibited in England by statute in 1606 
“from practising physic or exercising the trade of apothecaries.” 





Parasitic Fryer. 
To the Editor of Tuz Lancer. 

Sir,—Mr. Jabez Hogg has virtually admitted the trath of my charge 
against him. He finds the quotations I gave unanswerable, and only replies 
to as grave a charge as can be brought against one professing to be a man of 
science by alleging that my quotations from his own papers are “ disin- 
genuous misrepresentations” ! 

I ask nothing more than that the “impartial reader” should refer to those 

which, on every page, amply refute the allegation and themselves too. 
will not waste more of your space, Sir, on this topic; but I wish to cor- 
rect just 4 m1 epee meme gy | it shall be the as I 
have no idea of emulating the labour of Sisyphus. Mr. Hogg terms my 
“abusive.” This is an error, as there is not one word of abuse in it, nor was 
it intended there should be. Yours ty, 
King’s Lynn, March 20th, 1966, oux Lows, M.D. 





Medicus.—The full surgeons and physicians of Guy's are paid by the hospital 
£4 a year each; the assistants, £100. The full surgeons and 
of St. Thomas's are paid £200 a year each; the assistants, £100. In both 
hospitals the full physicians and surgeons get school fees; the assistants 
do not. 

L.R.C.P. Edin,—Yes, in every sense of the word. 

A Student, (St. Bartholomew’s.)—The exact day on which Professor Hancock 
will commence his lectures at the College of Surgeons is not fixed. 


Aw Exptanatioy. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sre,—My little book on Tuberculosis having passed into the hands of the 
reviewers, will you allow me the publicity of your columns to say that at p. 4 
and elsewhere, where it is stated that “the fat elements of the albuminoid 
tissues are seized upon,” &c., I wish the word “tissue” to include the albu- 
minoid materials employed in the constraction and repair of such tissue ; for 


it is probable that the fat elements may be waylaid during the process of 
tissue formation. 


I may also mention that the little girl whose case I related in your journal 
on November 18th, 1865, has improved so much under the “ pancreatic emul- 
sion” that on February 24th last she was able to undergo the operation of 
amputation of the leg above the knee, and is making an excellent recovery. 
1 am, Sir, yours, &c., 
March, 1866, Horace Donut, M.D. 
Communtrcations, Lerrens, &c., have been received from — Dr. Wilks 
Mr. Toynbee; Mr. T. Holmes; Dr. Meadows; Dr. Muspratt, Liverpool ; 
Dr. Heale; Dr. Ogle; Dr. Lord; Dr. Herapath, Bristol; Dr. Gason, Rome 
Dr. Hickman; Mr. Griffin; Mr. Tripe; Dr. Johnstone, Bawtry; Mr. Lee 
Mr. Spanton; Mr. Rimell; Mr. Stuart; Dr. Corner; Dr. Hunt; Mr. May 
Mr. Hammond ; Mr. Lefrara; Dr. Sedgwick ; Mr. Fothergill; Mr. Barker 
Dr. Greenway, Sandy ; Mr. Sampson; Mr. Adams, Maidstone; Mr. Blake 
Mr. Hughes ; Mr. Williams; Dr. Strong; Dr. F. Simms, Paris; Dr. Oliver 
Dr. Sealy, Barbadoes; Mr. Green; Mr. Baynes; Mr. Goldsmith, Bedford 
Dr. Lowe, King’s Lynn; Dr. Fowler; Mr. Sewell; Mr. Rogers; Mr. Pirrie, 
Aberdeen; Dr. Aveling, Sheffield; Mr. Walker; Mr. Barton; M. Valleton, 
Paris; Mr. Rowe; Mr. Sheppard; Dr. Brown; Mr. Larkin; Mr. Griffith; 
Mr. Horgan; Dr. Porter; Mr. Taylor; Mr. Broom ; Dr. Hodges, Whitstable ; 
Dr. King, New Orleans; Mr. Sargent; Mr. R.; A Constant Reader; B. J. ; 
L.R.C.P. Edin.; Fire-ball; A. M.; A Provincial M.D.; Studens; Oxon; 
J.C.; AM.R.C.S.E. ; Spem; A. 8.; X. Y. Z.; D. H. 8.; G. W.; 8.8.; D.W.; 
A Registrar ;\R. A.; G. E. K.; Medicus; One of the Taken-in Candidates ; 
A. F.; The Medical Officers of the Fulham Union ; A. B.; Medicus; B. J.; 
An English Practitioner; Juvenis; W. D. E.; &c. &. 
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Medical Diary of the Teck. 


Monday, March 26. 


Sr. Marx’s Hosrrrat vor Frstvuta ayp oTuer Diseases oF THR Ructum.— 
Operations, 9 a.m. and 14 P.s. 

Merrorouitan Fae Hosprrar.—Operations, 2 rv... 

Royat CotLecs or Surazons or Encuaxp.—4 p.m. Prof. Huxley, “On the 
Classification and Structure of the Mammalia.” 


Tuesday, March 27. 


Gvy’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 14 Pr... 

Westminster Hosprtar.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Natrona OrtHorapic Hosrrrau.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Ermwo.toercat Socrery or Lorpon.—8 r.x. Mr. John Crawfurd, “ On the 
Invention and Use of Writing Materials.”— Prof. Dadabha Naorji, “ Notes 
on Mr. Crawfurd’s —_— e European and Asiatic Races.” 

Royat Mgprcat anp Curavrercat Socrrry.—S8} v.«. Mr. T. Holmes, “On 
a Case of Lumbar Colotomy.” — Dr. Morehead, “On the Pathology of 
Pneumonia and Hepatitis.” 


Wednesday, March 28. 


Mrppiesex Hosprrau.—Operatio 

Sr. Mary’s Hosprrau.—Operations, 14 r.a. 

Sr. Bartuotomew’s Hosritav.—Operations, 1} P.. 

Sr. Taomas’s Hosritau.—Operations, 14 P.x. 

Grzat Nortuzgn H. L.—Operati 2 pax. 

Unrverstry CoLtzes Hosprtar.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Loypow Hosrrrat. 2 Pm. 

Royat Cotiees or Surcxons or Evetaxp.—4 P.m. Prof. Huxley, “On the 
Classification and the Mammalia.” 








Thursday, March 29. 


Czyrrat Lowpow Ormtnatuic Hosprrat.—Operations, 1 p.m, 
Sr. Gronce’s Hosprtau.—Operations, 1 P.m. 

Lowpow Surercat Home. 2 pm. 

Wsst Lowpon Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Roya. Ox H —Operations, 2 p.m. 


Friday, March 30. 
Westuinstzr Orurmatmic Hosrrtar.—Operations, 1} P.M. 


Saturday, March 31. 
Sr. Toowas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 9} a.m. 
Sr. BartHoLomew’s Hosrrray.—Operations, 14 P.m, 
Kine’s Cottser H Operati lerm,. 
Royat Frxez Hosrrrat.—Operations, 14 P.x. 
Cuazine-cross H —Operations, 2 P.M. 














